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Flijah Challenges the Prophets of Baal

gible Foundation
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Prophets Are Profected

Diuring the time Elijah was stayingin Zarephath, Ahaks, the king of kras| was apparently
looking for him. lezebsl Ahab's wife, had b=en killing prophets who followed God, and
we can assume Ahab and Jersbs| wanited to do the ame 1o Elijah.

Drought Grows Worse

Then God instructad Elijgh to present himsslf to 8hab, The drought had grown severe,
and Ahal's first words o Elijah indicate that Ahak blamed Elijah for the drought. The
crirme Ahab accused Elijah of—b=ing a “trou blermaker of lsragl™—was punishable by
death. However, instead of ordering Elijah’s emacution, Ahab list2ned to Elijah and did
what the prophat said because he hopad Elijah waould be able toend the d ought.

Elijal's Challenge

Elijah's challenge was intended to publichy prone that the God of Israel is the onetrue
>z w0 that the people would turn frorm thedr waorship of Baal and once again waorship
e, Elijah warited to ensure that there coulkd be no doubt of the contest’s fairmess, so
hie askad that all 850 prophets of Baal and Asherah be present o plead with theirged.
Before Elijah's demonstration of God's powsr, the people refused to cormmit themsslvwes
toeithar God or Baal.

Elijah Taunts the Prophets

After quite some time had passed without a response from Baal, Elijah began taunting
the fake propheats, revealing his knowledags of exsting ryths about Baal. Their response
wias tocut themseles, a common practice in the pagan worship of thoss days, People
beliewed that injuring themsahes would corvinee their gods that they wears sincene and

desarved a responsa.

God’s Vietory

Wh=n it was histurn, Elijah once again wanted to ensure that the contest couldn't possilly
be sesn as slanted in God's favor, Thats why he had the altar and s=acrifice drenched with
wiater, Baal was thought to b= the god of water and fire; Elijah wanted to show that the God
of lsraal is the one trus God. When God responded, as Elijah knew he would, the people
rrizde the right choice, With the peopleon his side, Elijah tookadwantage of the mormernt
toget rid of the false prophets, and Ahab didn't stop him, God proved his poser and

then releasad the rain to end the droughtin lsrasl,
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1 Kings 18:16-39

Fun Factoid

Baal was the bast known of
the Canaanite geds inthe
pagan family of gods, El was
thee father (a mild-mannered
fellows whose only mole was
1o settle sibling squabbleas)
and Asherah was the maother.
Bzal (meaning “master” or
“lord™) was ane af thelr 70
offsprirg, He was responsible
far germinating crops and
incress Ing Aocks.
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IFee culture of the time lsd many
peeople rawy From the one e
God ared o the falee god Baal.
Jesus horors those who ollos
only him. Hawing a relalionship
wilh Jemis abaays requires
sacrifice bul absays brings peacs
and assarance. We can live oul
our faith becsiss we can be aure
Jesus is abevags bigger than our
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wou weay from GodT Whal specifc
beliefs, hopes, and philosophies
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lead wou lo s pla o of conhderce
in him and passion lo seree hirm
lhreugh leadhi ng this class.
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( Everything you need:

, . : (1 Easy-to-follow Countdown introduction
Options, Options, Options gy e i

A Clear Kay Vierse Bible connactions
Jample O Flexible Leader Tips

3 And it’s all reproducible!
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Flijah Challenges the Prophets of Baal

1 Kings 18:16-39

for the Lord your God is
with you wherever you go.”
—Joshua 10
Teach the key verse
anywhera in this lesson.
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« small-group leaders to greet kids in their groups—
especially visitors

@ Countdown :
: True heroes stand up
Ll : for God.
Lke this time for: E “Ba strond and courageous...

= announcements (including birthdays), collecting
offering, and gresting friends.

L./

-
Sing ll nl" Praise & Worship
m ™V = [DWDplayer * Heroes Llarge-Group Sights & Sounds DVD

@ SING Allow 10 minute

Living Inside Out Song 1)

Great Big Things Song 3) =
3od Is the King (Song 4 [Eﬂﬂﬂl‘ nﬂ
Wherever You Go (Joshua 1:9) Sang 7)

Easy Oplions

@ B « Sing alorg with DVD lyrics

and child-led motions
Thank God because: « Sing along with the €D

« with God working in us, we can be courageous and stand up for « how madisslides
our beief in him. or prepare overhead
« 3od promises to be with us wherever we go. transparencies using the
« wedo not need to be afraid or ashamed. printable lyrics provided
on tha CD

| MAKE THE CONNECTION

Say: Today's activities will show us how to allow God's power to
work inus so we are not afraid to stand up for what we believe.

We'll learn that ‘KH.—, true heroas stand uwp for God,
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1 Everything you need — clearly indicated at the
top of the page
1 Includes time allowance for easy planning

Incredible Activities

-~
DVD Drama
Make A A Fiery Challenge
™V = [WDplayer * Heroeslame-Group Sights & Sounds VD
Allew I minufes
@ GET STARTED
Cipen your Bilnle to 1 Kings 18:16-39. Say: We're about to watdch a
story from the Bible in the book of 1 Kings 18:16-39. Its abouta
mian who faced a group of people who didn't believe in the one
Kids usa thair Bibla true God. This man proved that, with God'’s power working in
to read the Bible him, he could be ahero and -KHI-" truz heroes stand up
varsa bafora thay for God,
wiatch the
VD segment
High-quality video %
SHOWTHE CLIP ™ | A Fiery Chall
Engag@s kﬁds ..'l " o AR l'l"'r_ ........... . H. ............................
Interactive
discussion lets kids '%
share their faith | DiscussIN GRoups DB . | AFiery Challenge Questions
right away Cue screans as small groups answer ach of the following:
+ How did Elijah feel in this story? Why? H
s What might have ha d if God had not sent down the fire? [Eadar r,p
reminds kids of the % ekl s - b
Key Point « What would you have done in Elijah’s situation? IFyou prefer to act out the
g {Inwite volunteers to share answers to this guestion with the drama rather than watch
large group) the DWD, make photomopies
of the "A Fiery Challenge®
scriplin the Heroes
Can-Do Skits & Seripts
for your valuntears. Use
@ MAKE THE COMNMECTION: kids, puppels, adull and
Say: Elijah's story showed us how :xlﬂ' £ 3 true hero stands leenage volunleers—or a
up for Ged. He knew God would give him strength and make combination of all three!
hiim brave.We may have teold classmates that we love Jesus, or
we may have said no to something that was wrong. These are
hard things to do unless we know God will always be with us
— and we dal
"'.' Inside Bt Group's Livirg Inside Sut™ - Large Group fSmall Group Sunday School « weew GroupsL g sl decut com
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1 Kids sea, hear, feel, and share what thay are leaming

S ee, HE‘HI‘;. Share d  Leader tips give you great ideas

1 Lesson choices fit the way you teach
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Object Lesson

Bring It To Life Mighty Small Heroes

Small wad of paper (dime-sized] * Emplydinkboitle = TV

INTRODUCTION

Say: We all have times when wa're challenged about our belief
in God. Think about standing up against a strong wind. [t can
be hard, and sometimes you could get blown aover if you don't
stand stremg. Our object lesson today will show us that only
God's power can make us strong enowgh to stand up for what is
right. We'll see how xr.-rl wetl true heroes stand up for God,

DEMOMNSTRATE

Lay the bottle on its sida. Place the wad of papser just inside the

nack of the bottle. Say: Let's imagine that you are the littde wad of
paper standing up to peer pressure when you know its the right
thing to do. Lets see what can happen when God helps us stand
up for hin when the winds of peer pressure or the storms of life
try to blow us over and make us change.

EXPERIMENT
Hawve somecne try to Blow the paperinside. The harder the

volunteer blows, the faster the papar will fly out at hirm or her

DISCUSS IN GROUPS m‘@ Mighty Small Heroes Quesfions

Cue question screens as kids answer each of the following:

« Why do you think the paper cannot be blown into the bottle?

+ How are we like the paper when God keeps us standing strong?
(Hree groups report answers to this question to the large group,)

= Describe a time you felt life was trying to blow you over like we
tried to blow this piece of paper. How did you feell

MAKE THE COMMECTION:

Say:We've learn ed that KH"" irue heroes stand up for
Godd. Sometimes this can be hard if people disagree with us or
make fun of us. We have to depend on God to help us stand up
for hin.
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The leader may do this
demanstration, or the largs
group could Form teams
wilh each feam conducting
ils own experiment as the
leader gives directions.




1 Lots of great activitias

Flexible Programming 3 Flexible programming - use all or part of
lesson activities

[ Kids experience the lesson

Experiment

e

-

Life In Action Courageous Stand
BRLNTITD i o e
Sights & Sounds DVD

@ GET STARTED ,-fl.quh::l 10 minures

Say: God will not always show his power with fire from heaven
His demonstration for Elijah on Mount Carmel was a surprising
display that showed how powerful God is. God is with us even 5
though we can't see him. His invisible power will fill our hearts Ieader nﬂ
with courage so we can stand wp for him even when its hard or
scary. Let’s do an experiment that may surprise you.

The leadercan
demonstrate, or kids could
parlicipale in pairs.

PARTHER UP
Hawve children face each other with one child seated and cne
standing.

GET READY
Have the seated child sit up straight with arms crossed over hisor

her chiest. Ask the standing child to place one indexfinger against
thie farehead of the ssated child.

© ©

EXPERIMENT

Have the seated child attermnpt to stand without using his o har
hards to push off the chair. [t virtually impossible, After each pair
attam pts to stand, have kids switch places and try again

® &
g
i
:
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Cue screens as kids remain in small groups to answsr 2ach of the

followina:

«What happened when you tried to stand up? How did you feel
when this happened?

= Howr is this like standing up for God T What is hard about
standing up for God?
{Have small growps report answers fo this gueastion to the lrge group)

= How can you use God's invisib b power this week to stand up
for him?

@ MAKETHE COMNECTION:
Say: Even though we can't see God, his power is with usin
hard situations. God's power keeps us strong and thats why

K---- trus heroes stand up for God.
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Live It But Standing Strong

m TV * [VDplayer * Hemes Large-Group Sights & Sounds DVD
INTRODUCTION

Allow 10 minutes
Say: Eljah needed courage from God to stand up to all the people

who thought Baal could be like God. This activity will help us practice _
how much we need to lean on God's power when we stand up for our !EE’EP r[ﬂ

beliafin God.

If time permils, have kids

PARTHER UP come up with their own
Harve kids sit back-to-back on the floor with their legs crossed in front of gquestions to ask the group.
thern. Its best if partners are similar in size. Have kidslink ellbows.

EXPLAIMN
Tell pairs that for each question you ask, they Nl attermpt to stand up
without letting go of thair partmer or using their hands for support.

CHALLEMGE

= | stand up and say no when asked to do something mean.

= | stand up and say no when asked to do something wromg.

= | stand wp and say no when asked to.-[hit steal, cheat, be
disrespectiul].

= | stand wp and say yes when someone asks if | go to churdh.

« | stand wp and say yes when someone ashs if | read the Bible.

= | stand up and tell my friends that | lowve Jasus.

= | stand wp and tell my friends that Jesus is my haro.

DISCUSS IN GROUPS ll‘l%. Stancing ey S U

Cue screens & kids remain in small groups to answer @ach of the following:

= What was hard about this activity? What was easy about this activity?

= How is leaning on God the same as leaning on your partner T How is it
different?

= lmwhat ways do you need God's power at home? at school? at church?

= How can leaning on God's invisible power help us be strong and

couragecus’

MAKE THE CONMECTICMN:

Say: We cam use what we've learned about Gods power if we ever
have to stand up for whatwe believe. For example, God is with us
when a friend teases us about going to dhurch, if someone tells us
there is another god, or if someosne wants to know why we believe
in Jesus. God will be the hero inside us, and he will help us know
that ‘K_"ﬂ trug herges stand up for Ged.
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Elijah Ghallenges the Prophets of Baal

1 Kings 18:16-30 x
srerrines (T [ SO

Mix and Maich to Fit Your Needs ! True heroes stand up for God.
Each sagment below is designed to last 10 minutes. The segmant used to tell “Be shrong and courageous.. .
the Bible story is designated with the Bible story icon and should always ' f'”"1h'-‘h'-°’d?°'-"“3'°d_”” th

be one ofthe choices For your large-group time. Use the space provided to 4 i e S :
plan oul your largs-group tirre in whatever order fits your needs. W —Joshua 132 .

.Iarﬂﬂ Erﬂ,ﬂp NEED TV * DVD Player * €O Player

Choase Your Option

s Hemes U siboed Lange-Group Sights &

oLl Sounda VD Wow! cREAT

' = Hemoes Unmasked Lanje-Group Songs £
i s Pt G ONGS!

Mate 3 Scene = - Haroes Usemskact basigs- Goomip Sighta A 200L vVIPEQ!

ﬂl"’"‘,l'l'-'l-l-"'ﬂr Snamcts OV D

= small wad ofpaper dime-szed)

1 Bring X I Life « emply drink botle WHY PIPN'T I THINK

Mix and Maich e Fit YourNeeds

e e OF THIS?
2 chisirs .
[ Life in Actian » Homes Urss s brod Land e-Giroup Sights & FU”!
Frps sl Coarsgroun Sand | Sounds DVD 3 .
« Heroes Unmeasked Lande-Group Sights £ I
e g Sounce DV ’ KIPS WILL LOVE THIS!

Main Activity ®* Leam the Key Verse, Joshua 1.9
TGROUPS WILLDO B e e T Every Day!” handout

Small Group

Praschool Suppliss
bisle = .u =" e =
« Bible Memory Maker¥ s 1 sheslof paper « 5 sheels of red construclion paper
= “Ingide Cul Erery DagT™ handaul = Bible Memary Makerns = & ghesls of blue canslniclion paper
o *Ingide Out Beery Dayl™ handout = § ifems bo serve o Joal posls,

such as oones, paper lowe|
rzlls, or chairs

= 1foam ball

= Hible Memory Maksrid

= “Inside Ol Every Dawl® handout
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