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The Early Christians Gather for FellowshipPraise Jesus!

Bible Point

Bible Verse
“So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing” (1 Thessalonians 5:11).

Growing Closer to Jesus
Students will 	 n �learn that encouragement and fellowship played important roles in the early church  

and are important in their church today,
 n practice encouraging each other, and
 n discover why Christians use the sign of the fish.

Teacher Enrichment

Bible Basis
n The early Christians gather for fellowship.

Today’s passage comes soon after God gave the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. On that day, God 
worked powerfully to initiate the church. Peter gave a powerful message and encouraged people 
to repent and trust in Jesus. As the first verse of today’s passage tells us, 3,000 people were 
added to those who believed in Christ!

The early followers of Jesus felt such a unity in Christ that they gave up much of what 
we would expect to be individual rights. It seems that no one held property or other assets to 
themselves but, instead, donated everything to the community. Is this something we should 
do as Christians? Perhaps in an ideal situation, this would work—as it did in Acts 2 and 

Acts 4. However, those people were so on fire in the Spirit that they were totally selfless. As soon as that exceptional 
commitment began to wane, they began to have problems. (See Acts 5:1-11; 6:1-7.)

Notice that in both Acts 2:44-47 and Acts 4:32-35, all of the believers were united. There was no dissension or 
complaining. The wealthy gave up their riches so that the poor would no longer be in need. They cared about one 
another in a special way and encouraged one another not just with words but with generous, giving actions.

Other Scriptures used in this lesson are Acts 9:26-27; 11:19-24; and 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17.

Prayer
• Read Ephesians 2:14-15.
• �How does this passage connect with the passages we’re looking at this week?
• �How well does your church live up to this ideal described by Paul?
• �How well do you live up to the ideal described here?
• ��Pray, Lord, help me be a spiritual encourager to the children in my class by…

God wants us to 
encourage each other.

Acts 
2:41-47; 
4:32-37
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What Students Will Do Classroom Supplies Learning Lab Supplies

Attention 
Grabber

Challenged!—Attempt physical 
challenges alone and then with 
an encouraging partner.

Paper, newsprint, marker, 
scissors, tape, water

Bible
Exploration & 

Application

Code B for Barnabas—Read 
various Scriptures about 
Barnabas, and then honor him
by proclaiming Barnabas Day.

Bibles, newsprint, markers,
scissors, construction paper,
tape

Food and Fellowship—Read 
Acts 2:41-47, and discuss the 
importance of fellowship.

Bibles, unsliced bread, hand 
sanitizer, paper towels

Erasing the Blues—Read and 
discuss 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 
and 1 Thessalonians 5:11, and 
decide how to encourage a 
discouraged friend.

Bibles, paper, pencil

Buddy Builders—Read 
1 Thessalonians 5:11, brainstorm 
encouraging actions, and form 
encouragement buddies.

Bibles, newsprint, marker, tape

Closing Something’s Fishy!—
Encourage each other with the 
sign of the fish.

Chalkboard and chalk or 
newsprint, markers, paper

Science

Before the Lesson
n  Collect the necessary items for the activities you plan to use, referring to the Classroom Supplies and Learning Lab 

Supplies listed on the chart.
n Make photocopies of the “Hands-On Fun at Home” handout (at the end of this lesson) to send home with your students.
n Pray for your students and for God’s direction as you teach the lesson.

This Lesson at a Glance
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Welcome
As kids arrive, ask them which “Fun at Home” activities they 

tried. Ask questions such as, “What international foods did you 
make?” and “How did the Holy Spirit help you last week?”

Tell kids that whenever you tap the giggle hammer, they are 
to stop talking, raise their hands, and focus on you. Explain that 
it’s important to respond to this signal quickly so the class can 
do as many fun activities as possible.

The Bible Point for this lesson is God wants us to encour-
age each other.

Module Review
Use the casual interaction time at the beginning of the class to ask the kids the 

following module-review questions:
• What’s your favorite thing we’ve learned in the past few weeks? Why?
• Have you told anyone about Jesus lately? What happened?
• How has the Holy Spirit helped you?
•  How is your life different as a result of what we’ve learned in class this 

month?

Attention Grabber
n Challenged!
SUPPLIES: paper, newsprint, marker, scissors, tape, water

Before class, set up three “challenge centers” 
around the room. Using the paper festooning, shoot-
ing rockets, glow putty container, and the squirts from 
the Learning Lab, set up the centers as follows:

• Place the paper festooning on a table or chair 
with the instructions “Jump rope with paper festoon-
ing 10 times” printed on a sheet of paper.

• Make targets by cutting a 3-inch hole in the center of each of two sheets of paper. 
On each target, print, “Shoot rocket through hole.” Tape the targets to the edge of a 
table so the shooting rockets can easily pass through the holes.

• Remove the glow putty from its container, and fill the container with water. Spread 
several sheets of newsprint on a table or chair, and then place the water-filled container 
and the squirts on the table. On the newsprint, write, “Fill a squirt. Try to shoot all the 
water back into the container.”

As kids arrive, invite them to visit the challenge centers. When everyone has arrived, 
tap the giggle hammer, and wait for kids to respond. Say: Most of you have visited 
the challenge centers around the room and given them a try. We’re going to 
try the challenges again, but this time we’ll visit the centers with partners. 

It’s important to say the Bible Point 
just as it’s written in each activity. 
Repeating the Bible Point over and 
over throughout the lesson will 
help kids remember it and apply it 
to their lives.

Welcome

tried. Ask questions such as, “What international foods did you 
make?” and “How did the Holy Spirit help you last week?”
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Your job is to help your partner succeed. Together, work to complete the 
challenges better and faster.

Have kids form pairs. Say: You may take two turns at each center. Then 
let your partner or someone else try. You may start when I tap the giggle 
hammer.

Tap the giggle hammer to signal kids to begin. Monitor their progress, making sure 
they take turns. After pairs have rotated through all three centers, tap the giggle hammer, 
and wait for kids to respond.

Collect the paper festooning, shooting rockets, squirts, and the glow putty container, 
and return them to the Learning Lab for use in future lessons.

Ask: • What was it like to complete the challenge centers by yourself? 
(Hard; fun; I could do it, but it took a long time.)

• What was it like to complete the challenge centers with the help of a 
partner? (More fun; we helped each other finish faster; my partner was really good at 
shooting the rockets, and I was really good at jumping rope.)

• What words or actions from your partner helped you and encouraged 
you in this activity? (Showing me what to do; telling me, “You’re doing great.”)

• How can we be encouraging when we are working with someone in real 
life? (Don’t say mean things; be helpful; say things like, “Nice job!” or “Don’t give up.”)

Say God wants us to encourage each other. In this activity, we were 
encouraged by our partners’ help. We can help and encourage each other 
every day. Today we’ll be practicing lots of ways to encourage each other.

Bible Exploration & Application
n Code B for Barnabas
SUPPLIEs: Bibles, newsprint, markers, scissors, construction paper, tape or pins

Before class, prepare a proclamation poster by printing on a sheet of newsprint, “We 
proclaim today, [fill in date], Barnabas Day! We honor him because…” (Leave room for 
kids to fill in reasons to honor him.) Cut colored construction paper into half-sheets for 
kids to use in making Barnabas badges.

Form trios, and give each trio a sheet of newsprint and a marker. Then say: Today 
we’re going to find out more about the church that began at Pentecost. 
One member of that church was known by the code name Barnabas, which 
means “Son of Encouragement.” Our assignment is to discover the man 
behind the code name. Together, we’ll decide if this man should be honored 
or locked up.

Each group will do its detective work using a different passage in the 
Bible. You’ll need to choose a Researcher who will look up and read your 
group’s Bible passage. Decide now which person in your group will be your 
Researcher. Researchers, raise your hands.

When all groups have chosen Researchers, assign each group one of the following 
passages: Acts 4:32-37; 9:26-27; 11:19-24.

Continue: Each group will need a Moderator to help you think of reasons 
Barnabas was called an encourager. Did he do anything encouraging? Did he 

Place the glow putty in a plastic 
bag to keep it moist while you’re 
using its container for this activity.

Kids like using the Learning 
Lab items so much that they 
sometimes monopolize them. You 
may need to step in to make sure 
kids take turns.

If you have a large class, you may 
need to call time on this activity. 
Let pairs circulate through the 
centers for about five minutes 
before moving on to the 
discussion.
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say anything encouraging? Choose your Moderators now. Moderators, raise 
your hands.

When all groups have chosen Moderators, continue: Each group will also need 
a Recorder to record your group’s ideas in a case report explaining why 
you think this man used a code name that means “Son of Encouragement.” 
Choose your Recorders now. Recorders, raise your hands.

When all the groups have chosen Recorders, say: Start your work, teams. We 
won’t stop until we crack the code!

Circulate among the trios to help them locate their passages and identify ways 
Barnabas encouraged others. If kids seem stumped, offer them the following examples:

• shared everything (Acts 4:32-37)
• sold land and gave money to the apostles (Acts 4:37)
• accepted Saul (Acts 9:26-27)
• told the disciples about Saul’s preaching (Acts 9:27)
• encouraged a new church (Acts 11:19-24)
After trios have finished their case reports, tap the giggle hammer to regain their 

attention. Wait for kids to respond, and then have trios present their reports to the 
class. When all the reports have been presented, ask:

• Based on the evidence you’ve presented, how many of you think we 
should lock up Barnabas?

Have kids vote by raising their hands. Then ask:
• Based on the evidence you’ve presented, how many of you think we 

should honor Barnabas?
Have kids vote by raising their hands. Then say: By a majority vote of our 

detective teams, I move that we recognize the encouragement Barnabas 
showed by proclaiming today Barnabas Day.

Bring out the proclamation poster you prepared and fill in today’s date. Have the 
Recorders from each trio write one reason to honor Barnabas. Then invite all the kids 
to sign the poster.

After all the kids have signed the poster, tap the giggle hammer to regain their atten-
tion. Wait for them to respond, and then say: Because Barnabas encouraged mem-
bers of the early church, we’re going to make Barnabas badges to remind 
us to encourage one another.

Distribute construction paper, scissors, and markers, and have kids cut out and 
decorate large capital B badges. As kids work, ask:

• What do you think was the most encouraging thing Barnabas did? (He 
convinced the disciples that Saul was OK; he helped the people in that new church; he 
sold his land and gave the money to the apostles.)

Say: Barnabas encouraged the people in the new church in Antioch to fol-
low Jesus.

Ask: • What can we do to encourage others to follow Jesus? (Invite them to 
church; share with them; be helpful and friendly.)

Say: God wants us to encourage each other. When we encourage oth-
ers, as Barnabas did, we help others try harder, have hope, be stronger or 
braver, or accomplish more. We also show them that people who believe in 
Jesus are encouragers. Encouraging others is part of being a Christian.

As you teach third- and fourth-
graders, keep in mind the 
following aspects of their spiritual 
development:

• �They are able to accept that there 
are some things about God we 
don’t understand.

• �They are ready to relate individual 
Bible events to the scope of Bible 
history.

• �They recognize the difference 
between right and wrong and 
are able to make deliberate 
choices about actions.

Most kids will probably vote to 
honor Barnabas. However, if too 
many of your kids say they want 
to lock up Barnabas, remind them 
that their decision must be based 
on information from the case 
reports they’ve prepared.

Encourage active participation in 
the discussion by following up 
kids’ answers with questions such 
as “What did you mean by that?” 
and “Can you tell me more?”
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As kids finish their Barnabas badges, have them help each other tape or pin the 
badges to their clothing. Have them share words of encouragement with each other as 
they tape or pin the badges by completing the following sentence: “[Name], wear the 
honorable Barnabas badge with pride because you…” If kids have trouble completing 
the sentence, offer examples such as “smile a lot,” “say thank you,” or “help out.”

n Food and Fellowship
SUPPLIEs: Bibles, loaf of unsliced bread, hand sanitizer, paper towels

Before class, buy a loaf of unsliced bread. If you want to make bread yourself but 
don’t have much time, a quick bread such as pumpkin bread or zucchini bread will 
work fine for this activity.

Have kids sit in a circle. Say: Last week we learned how the church began at 
Pentecost. Now we’re going to read about the encouraging things the early 
church members did together as they began to meet.

Have kids look up Acts 2:41-47. When everyone has found the passage, ask several 
volunteers to read the verses aloud.

Pass around a hand sanitizer, and encourage all the kids to use it. While they’re 
doing so, say: We use the word fellowship to describe Christians meeting 
together. Sometimes we share fellowship by worshipping or learning about 
God together; other times we share fellowship by just talking to each 
other or eating together. Fellowship is a great way to be encouraged and 
encourage others, and it’s an important part of belonging to the body of 
Christ. The early church shared fellowship by learning, sharing meals, and 
praying together.

Ask: • What are some ways we share fellowship in our church? (Potluck 
suppers; Sunday school classes; coffee hours; church picnics.)

• What are some special ways we could share fellowship in our class? 
(Have a class picnic; have dinner at someone’s house; have a canned-food drive to share 
food with needy people.)

• How is our class meeting like the meetings the early believers held? How 
is it different? (We’re learning some of the same things about Jesus; we usually pray 
when we come to class; sometimes we share food; we don’t break bread like they did.)

Say: Sometimes we share food in our class, but we don’t often eat bread. 
In biblical times, people didn’t have soft-crusted, sliced bread that comes in 
wrappers. Most households baked their own bread every day.

Hold up the loaf of bread. Say: When we meet together like this, we’re shar-
ing fellowship just as the early believers did. As I pass this loaf of bread 
around the circle, take a piece, and then tell us your favorite thing about 
meeting together with other believers at our church. But before I pass the 
bread around, let’s pray and ask God to be with us as we share fellowship.

Dear God, thank you for giving us other believers for encouragement and 
fellowship. Bless this bread, and be with us as we share fellowship together 
now. In Jesus’ name, amen.

          See page 5.

If you have time, try this simple 
bread recipe:

Mix 3 cups whole wheat flour, 
2 teaspoons baking powder, 
and 1 teaspoon salt. Add 1 cup 
water, 2 tablespoons oil, and 4 
tablespoons honey, and mix well.

Knead on a floured board about 5 
minutes or until smooth. Roll out 
to desired shape: either a large 
oval or three 6-inch circles.

Brush lightly with oil. Place on 
a cookie sheet, and bake at 375 
degrees for 25 to 35 minutes or 
until slightly brown.

Remove to a wire rack to cool and 
brush lightly with oil.
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Pass the loaf around the circle. Also pass paper towels or napkins to catch crumbs. 
When the bread comes back to you, ask:

• How does it feel when a group of friends comes together to visit, talk, 
and eat? (Good; fun; it makes me happy.)

• Why is it important for Christian friends to visit with each other and 
talk about Jesus? (Because we don’t get a chance to talk about Jesus at school; we 
learn new things; we can encourage each other.)

Say: God wants us to encourage each other. The early believers encour-
aged each other by gathering for fellowship. They shared food and every-
thing they had with each other. This pleased God, and every day he added 
more believers to their group. When we’re friendly and encouraging at 
church, others will want to join our fellowship, too. Let’s explore how we can 
be encouraging to others.

n Erasing the Blues
SUPPLIES: Bibles, paper, pencil

Before class, draw a simple sad face in pencil on a sheet of 
paper. Have the class sit with you in a circle. 

Say: Lots of things can bring us down and make 
us feel sad. We may be upset about something that 
happened at school or home, we may just feel lonely 

and yucky, and sometimes even the weather can bring us down. Show kids 
the sad face.

Let’s pretend this sad face is one of our friends. Our friend is feeling 
pretty discouraged about something. I’m going to pass our friend around 
the circle. When our friend comes to you, say one thing that might make 
our friend feel sad or discouraged. Maybe something’s not going right for 
our friend, or maybe it’s just a bad day for some reason. As you speak, add 
something to the face to make it look even sadder, such as a tear, a worry 
line, or sad eyebrows.

Pass the paper and pencil around the circle, and allow each person to say something 
that might discourage a friend and to add to the picture. When the paper and pencil 
make their way back to you, ask:

• How did you feel thinking of things that make our friends sad and dis-
couraged? (I didn’t like thinking of sad things; it made me sad, too.)

• How did you feel when you added to the sad picture? (It made me even 
sadder; it made me wish I could do something to help.)

• What can we do when our friends are discouraged? (We can encourage 
them; we can hang out with them; we can make them feel better.)

• What does it feel like to be encouraged? (It feels good; it makes us feel bet-
ter; it feels like people care about us.)

Help kids look up 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 in their Bibles. When everyone has 
found the passage, lead kids in reading it aloud together. Then ask:

• What do these verses say about Jesus? (He loves us; he comforts us; he 
gives us eternal comfort; Jesus brings hope; he strengthens us.)

Bible Insight
The “apostles’ teaching” 
(Acts 2:42) was most likely a 
compilation of teachings that 
included the words of Jesus, 
some account of his earthly 
life, and a declaration of the 
meaning of Christ in terms of 
humanity’s redemption.

Science

Want even more activity ideas? 
Check out www.HandsOnBible
.com/tips.

and yucky, and sometimes even the weather can bring us down.
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• According to this verse, how can we encourage each other? (In the good 
things we do and say; with Jesus’ help.)

Say: Jesus is the ultimate encourager because he 
brings us hope of eternal life. When we believe in 
Jesus, he’ll be our best friend here on earth, and then 
we can live with him forever in heaven. That’s the most 
encouraging news ever!

Help kids find 1 Thessalonians 5:11 in their Bibles, and have them read it aloud 
with you.

This verse says something else, too: God wants us to encourage each other.
Give a rainbow fish to each kid and keep one yourself. Say: When we encourage 

each other, we can wipe the frowns off our friends’ faces and replace those 
frowns with smiles. These rainbow fish are cute, but they also have a special 
power. Let’s pass the picture around the circle again. This time, I’d like you to 
say one way you could encourage our friend. As you speak, use your rainbow 
fish to erase one sad thing on the picture. Then pass it to the next person.

Pass the picture around the circle again. If kids need help thinking of ways to 
encourage a friend, suggest things such as giving a hug, a pat on the back, or a high five 
and saying things such as “Hang in there,” “I’m with you,” “God can help you through 
this,” and “Jesus loves you.” 

When the picture returns to you, use your rainbow fish to erase the last sad thing 
that remains and draw a big smile on the face. Hold the picture up for everyone to see, 
and say: Look at that smile! You have come up with great ways to make our 
friend feel better. Each of you helped turn that super sad face into a very 
happy one. Encouragement is part of being a good friend and a good fol-
lower of Jesus.

Collect the rainbow fish and put them aside to use in the closing activity.

n Buddy Builders
SUPPLIEs: Bibles, newsprint, marker, tape

Read aloud 1 Thessalonians 5:11 while kids follow along in their Bibles. Then 
say: Let’s talk a little more about encouragement. Get in a group of three 
and talk about things you can do or say to encourage others and build each 
other up. Decide in your group if you want to think of ways to encourage 
others at home, at school, or at play.

As kids talk, write, “home,” “school,” and “play” across the top of a sheet of news-
print. After two minutes, tap the giggle hammer to call kids back together, and wait 
for them to respond. Invite groups to share the encouragement ideas they discussed. 
Record each idea in the appropriate column on the newsprint. After you’ve recorded all 
the ideas, say: God wants us to encourage each other. This list gives us lots 
of ideas to use when we want to encourage someone this week. To help us 
remember to encourage each other, we’re going to have “encouragement 
buddies” this week.
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Assign encouragement buddies, and then say: With your encouragement buddy, 
look at 1 Thessalonians 5:11 again. Read the verse together, and then pick 
one way you’ll encourage each other this week. You might promise to call 
and see how your buddy is doing or invite your buddy to your house if you 
live close by. If you have trouble thinking of ways to encourage each other, 
look at our list.

After two minutes, call for kids’ attention by tapping the giggle hammer. Wait 
for them to respond, and then say: God wants us to encourage each other. 
Remember to encourage your encouragement buddy this week.

HANDS�ON BIBLE
Give each student a pencil or marker, notepaper or cards, and 

envelopes. Make sure kids have their Hands-On Bibles.
Have students turn to page 1077 in their Bibles and complete the 

“Heroes of the Faith” activity found there. When kids have finished, say:
God wants us to encourage each other. 

Ask: • How have the people you wrote your notes to encouraged you 
in your faith? (They’ve shown me that it’s OK to stand up for what I believe; they’ve 
shown me that it can be cool to be a Christian; they’ve helped me find answers to 
questions about God; they’ve shown me that it can be fun to be a Christian.)

• What are some creative ways that you can deliver these notes to make them 
even more encouraging? (I can include a balloon, flowers, or cookies; I can write a 
poem or draw a picture; I can invite the person over for a meal.)

Closing
n Something’s Fishy!
SUPPLIES: chalkboard and chalk or newsprint, markers, plain paper

Form a circle, and then ask:
• Has anyone ever seen the sign of a fish in a 

Christian church or home or in public? Tell about it. 
(Yes, on the back of cars; I have a necklace with a fish on it; 
yes, we have a fish and a cross outside our door.)

Say: There’s a reason Christians use the sign of the 
fish. On the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came to the apostles, 
people from many different countries heard the message about Jesus. After 
Pentecost, those people went back to their countries as new believers. The 
language most widely spoken by those new believers was Greek. One of the 
early believers figured out that the letters in the Greek word for “fish” 
were the first letters of the words “Jesus,” “Christ,” “God’s,” “Son,” and 
“Savior.” The Greek word for fish is ichthus (IHK-thus).

Have kids pronounce the word with you, and then tell kids which letter goes with 
which word. Refer to the diagram on page 102 to help you.

Say: At first, early Christians used the sign of the fish as a secret code to 
tell each other that they were believers. One believer would use a stick to 
draw half of a fish shape on the ground.

Use your judgment in assigning 
encouragement buddies. You may 
want to let kids pick their own 
partners, assign partners yourself, 
or put half the kids’ names in the 
Learning Lab box lid and let the 
other half draw randomly. Choose 
the method you think will work 
best with your class.

fish. On the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came to the apostles, 
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Draw half of a fish shape on a chalkboard or newsprint. Then continue: If the 
other person was a believer, he or she would complete the fish shape.

Complete the fish shape, and then distribute paper and markers. Say: Today we 
still use the sign of the fish to show that we’re Christians. Let’s make a 
“school of Christian fish” right now. Draw half a fish, and write your name 
inside. Pass your paper to the person on your left. When you receive some-
one else’s paper, complete the fish, write your name inside, and then start 
another fish. We’ll keep passing the papers around until we get our own 
papers again.

When all the papers have been passed around the circle, have kids stand up and set 
their papers aside. Say: Now let’s make one big fish to remind us that we’re all 
part of one Christian church. Figure out how all of you can work together to 
create a fish shape, by standing, sitting, or lying down. Think about how you 
can use your hands, arms, or legs to make fins and a tail.

As kids finish, have them demonstrate their fish formations. Congratulate them on 
their efforts.

Then give each child one of the rainbow fish from the Learning Lab. Say: God 
wants us to encourage each other. Whenever you see a fellow Christian this 
week, you can encourage each other by making the sign of the fish. Keep 
these rainbow fish to help you remember to do that.

The sign of the fish is just one of the many things we learned from the 
early Christians. We also learned about encouragement, fellowship, and 
sharing food together. We can continue those traditions in our church today.

Don’t forget to encourage your encouragement buddies this week!

Growing closer to Jesus extends 
beyond the classroom.
Photocopy the “Hands-On Fun at Home” handout (at the 
end of this lesson) for this week, and send it home with 
your kids. Encourage kids and parents to use the handout 
to spark meaningful discussion on this week’s topic.

If you feel comfortable copying 
the Greek letters, you could 
copy the diagram above onto a 
chalkboard or newsprint.
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Make your own iron-on fish transfer for a T-shirt, 

pillowcase, or handkerchief. Draw a picture with 

crayons on coarse-ground sandpaper. Color 

heavily on the sandpaper, and then shake off the crayon crumbs. Place the 

finished picture face down on a T-shirt, pillowcase, or handkerchief, and 

cover it with a paper towel. Ask an adult to help you transfer your picture 

by ironing on top of the paper towel with a hot iron for one to two minutes. 

The finished article is washable in warm, sudsy water.

Sometimes when a church member 

has been away from church for a 

while, that person can begin to feel on the “outside” and even 

uncomfortable about returning. When you notice a “missing 

friend” at your church, give that person a call. Don’t give up on 

friends who aren’t coming to church. Call them, invite them to 

join you, pray for them, and encourage them!

Try this new prayer position. Cross your arms 

over your chest with each hand on the opposite 

shoulder. Ask God to help you be encouragers by 

praying, “Lord, please help our family to let kind 

words flow easily. As we rush around each day, teach us helpful things to 

say! Amen.”

LESSON 9

God wants us to encourage each other.

Read Hebrews 10:24.
How can you help your friends 

and family members show love?

Read 2 Timothy 2:2-6.
In this passage, Paul 

encourages his friend Timothy 

to use his gifts and abilities 

for God. Write an encouraging 

letter to a friend or church 

member about his or her talent.

God wants us to encourage 

each other in both the things 

we say and the things we do.

•  Who are some people that 

your family can encourage?

•  What can your family do this 

week to encourage those 

people?

“So encourage each other and 

build each other up, just as you are already doing”

(1 Thessalonians 5:11).




