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 “The pyramid on the western bank was there as a silent witness to 

future generations of God’s faithfulness in rolling back Jordan’s 

waters.”

—Dr. H.L. Willmington, Willmington’s Guide to the Bible

• Describe situations where it seems God hasn’t been there.
•  What situations have happened in the past that show that 

God has worked in your life?
•  How does reminding ourselves of how God has worked for us 

help us trust him in the future?

Sunday/HEBREWS 11:29 

read
/HEBREWS 11:29 

read
• What things 

read
• What things 

readhave you faced in the past that will help readhave you faced in the past that will help readyou face problems in the future?readyou face problems in the future?readMonday/PHILIPPIANS 4:6read/PHILIPPIANS 4:6read • Why do you read • Why do you read
think Paul encourages you to make your 
requests with thanksgiving?

Tuesday/PSALM 100:4 • How does 
praising God help you remember what 
God has done for you?

Wednesday/PSALM 139:1-3 • How do 

these verses bring comfort when you’re facing 

this
these verses bring comfort when you’re facing 

thisthisdifficult times?thisThursday/PROVERBS 3:5-6 this/PROVERBS 3:5-6 this • How does acknowl-
edging God in all you do help you trust him?thisedging God in all you do help you trust him?this
Friday/ROMANS 8:28 • What difficult circum-
stances has God worked out for the best in your 
life?

Saturday/1 CHRONICLES 16:8-9 • What amaz-
ing things has God done for you, and who can you 
share them with?

Read i n g  the Bible Th is Week

The Israelites Cross 
the Jordan River
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• Remember what God has 
done by sharing with a friend 
how you learned about God 
and what you know about a 
relationship with Jesus.
• Remember what God has 
done by making a time cap-
sule with three to five items 
that remind you of your rela-
tionship with Jesus. Hide it 
in your closet with a note 
on it that says to open it 
when you graduate from high 
school.
• Remember what God has 
done by journaling every 
night for five to 10 minutes 
about how you saw God work 
or felt him throughout the 
day.
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for you. for you. for you. 
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Imagine you’re with your fellow Israelites. You’re marching 
along, all ready and excited to enter the land promised to 
you by God. And then…there’s this river, and it’s flooded, 
and…you’re supposed to cross it? You wonder, who’s big 
joke is this? Then Joshua has the religious leaders step in 
the water carrying the ark of the covenant. Suddenly, the 
water stops flowing. You rub your eyes in disbelief because 
the ground is firm and dry! All of the people, your entire 
nation of Israel, cross the river without a drop of water 
getting on their clothes. You and your traveling compan-
ions are in awe of the miracle God performed for you. As 
a reminder of this miracle, Joshua makes a memorial with 
stones collected from the middle of the river.

• What would your reaction have been if you had 
been standing at the edge of the Jordan River 

when it stopped flowing?

• The Israelites had their stones of remembrance 
to pay tribute to the crossing of the Jordan River. 

What are some ways we remember important 
events today?

• What are ways we can remind ourselves of times 
God has helped us through difficult circumstances?

joshua 3:1–4:24                joshua 3:1–4:24                

The Israelites Cross 
the Jordan River

Imagine a 16-year-old girl 
who can dunk a basketball. 
It’s true. Candace Parker 
attends and plays basket-
ball at Naperville (IL) Cen-
tral High. As a sophomore 
she averaged 22 points per 
game. But the 6-foot-3 
forward/center also dunked 
the basketball in a couple 
of games! She’s mod-
est about her dunking, 
though, and wants to be 
a good team player. “It's 
so much more fun play-
ing away from the bas-
ket and distributing the 
ball,” she says.
(www.usatoday.com)

Just
for Fun

Just
for Fun
Just
 for Fun

BIBLE POINT: Remember what God has done.

KEY VERSE: “Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; 
make known among the nations what he has done” 

(1 Chronicles 16:8).

BIBLE TREK  STUDY 12
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palm of your hand. If your teacher has already 
provided the rocks, they should be right in 
front of you—so pick one up!

4. Mark the rock.
Using a black marker, put a symbol on the rock 
that illustrates the miracle God performed in 
the Bible story. Also, illustrate the result of 
this miracle for the Israelites. For example, you 
could draw a joyous person who crossed to the 
other side or write the word faith to indicate 
how this miracle helped the Israelites put more 
trust in God. 

5. Share your rock.
Tell each other about how you marked your rock 
and why, and then discuss these questions as 
a group. As you’re talking, pile up the rocks in 
your own rock memorial!
•  What would your initial reaction have been 

if you came upon the Jordan River at flood 
stage, knowing your nation had to get to 
the other side?

Here’s What You Need Here’s What You Need 
to Do...
1. To start off…
Say hi to the other people in your group. 
Then, with your group, follow the rest of 
the instructions for your adventure!

2. Read the Bible story.
As a group, read Joshua 3:14–4:10, 19-24.

3. Collect rocks.
With your group, go outside and each of 
you collect one rock that’s large enough 
to write on yet small enough to easily 
carry into the church. It should fit in the 

A d v e n t u r eA d v e n t u r e    2
Choose Your Own Adventure      Choose Your Own Adventure 
Choose Your  Own Adventure 

Here’s What You Need 
to Do...to Do...
1. To start off…
Say hi to the other people in your group. 

Then, with your group, follow the rest of the 
instructions for your adventure!

2. Read the Bible Story.
As a group, read Joshua 3. Take turns reading—
divide up the verses so everyone gets a chance 
to read.

3. Develop your moves.
As a group, determine how you can illustrate, 
using only your bodies, the Bible story. As 
someone reads the verses aloud, the rest of 
the group will physically interpret the story. 
For example, in verse 6 where Joshua tells the 
priests to take up the ark, you can pretend 
to lift the holy ark by imaginary poles (or you 
could even find something to represent the 

 Stones of 
Remembrance

Choose Your Own Adventure      Choose Your Own Adventure 
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Choose Your    Own Adventure 

I Don’t Want  
to Get My Robe Wet



ark!). Each member of the group should 
do the movements simultaneously.

4. Rehearse.
While the Bible passage is being read, 
make your movements tie as closely to 
the Bible passage as possible. As you 
prepare your presentation, make sure 
your movements answer these questions. 
Use the questions as a guide to help you 
symbolize the story in movement.
•  What emotions would the Israelite 

people have had as they passed 
through this huge river on completely 
dry land? As you physically pass 
through the water, show skepticism 
that the water will hold back and not 
wash over you.

•  What bold movements can we use to 
express this miracle of God? Are there 
any movements we can use to really 
show how happy the people must have 

been after they finished crossing the Jordan 
River on dry ground?

Good job! Now be ready to play this out again, 
this time for the entire class!

•  After the miracle, what would you 
have wanted to express to God?

•  Decide together (making sure to 
include your teacher) where you can 
keep the rock memorial as a reminder 
to your class to thank God and trust 
him with your lives. Be prepared to share your rock memorial with 

the whole group!

Thanksgiving and Trust
Share with your partner a difficult 
time you had to trust and rely on 
God. Describe the situation and 
what happened during and after. 
For example, your family may have 
experienced the loss of a grand-
parent, but you could sense God’s 
presence during that time of loss. 
Be sure to include your feelings and 
thoughts during this time! Write 
down your story after sharing with 
your partner.


