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In this passage, Jesus is talking with 

Nicodemus, a Pharisee and a member of 

the Sanhedrin, the Jewish religious ruling 

council. Nicodemus had come to Jesus 

under the cover of darkness to fi nd out for 

himself who Jesus really was. Nicodemus 

believed that Jesus was from God, but he 

didn’t want people to think he was one of 

Jesus’ followers. Jesus launched into the 

conversation by making it clear that new 

birth is the only way to God’s kingdom. For 

Nicodemus, a strict follower of the Law, the 

concept of a “new birth” was tough to grasp. 

Nicodemus had trouble accepting that his 

good works weren’t the way to have eternal 

life. Jesus clearly states what it takes to get to 

heaven—and why God sent him to earth.

Lesson 9Lesson 9Lesson 9

JOHN 3:121

We can have eternal life because of Jesus.

What the Bible Says

Nicodemus learns about eternal life.



What It Means

Jesus’ reference to Moses’ lifting up the 

snake in the desert refers to a time God sent 

poisonous snakes among the Israelites to 

punish them for rebelling against him. Those 

who had been bitten were dying. But God in 

his mercy instructed Moses to make a snake 

of bronze and lift it up on a pole where all 

could see it. Everyone who believed God and 

looked at the snake was spared from death. 

In the same way, Jesus would be lifted up 

on the cross, and as people looked to him 

in faith, they would be spared from eternal 

death for their sins.

 

Why It Matters

Jesus’ message for Nicodemus and for us 

today is that following all the religious rules 

won’t win God’s favor. God has a different 

plan, because all the good we can ever 

do won’t wipe out a single sin. Only Jesus’ 

sacrifice on the cross, as he paid the death 

penalty for us, makes it possible for us to 

enter heaven. And only our response in faith 

to that offer and to the Holy Spirit’s working 

in our lives will seal the deal. 



Today’s passage imparts the most valuable information the world 

could ever receive—God’s plan for salvation and eternal life. God 

knew that there was no way that we could get to heaven through 

our own good works. We’re just too imperfect! So he sent his Son to 

become the ultimate sacrifi ce for our many sins. These verses clearly 

show the depth of God’s love for us and his desire to welcome each of 

us into his family. 

This week, thank God for his amazing love in sending his Son to die 

for you. And ask God to help you experience his overwhelming love 

on a daily basis. 
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Prayer Starter

Pray that God will prepare kids’ hearts to hear the truth about how to receive eternal life. And 

pray that kids will experience the depth of God’s love for each of them individually. Write 

your prayer here.
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