
Matthew
E x p l o r e  t h i s  n e w  t r a n s l a t i o n

G
enesis

A  f r e s h  t r a n s l a t i o n  t o  t o u c h  t h e  h e a r t  a n d  m i n d

A  f r e s h  t r a n s l a t i o n
t o  t o u c h  t h e  h e a r t  a n d  m i n d

“Our reading group was transformed by this experience of reading and 
commenting on the Common English Bible. It’s signifi cant that people 

from age 15 to 85 were so fi red up by reading the translation.” 

– Eileen Parfrey, Springwater Presbyterian Church 
Estacado, Oregon

Please let us know your thoughts. Bookmark this 
site for more infomation and updates.
www.CommonEnglishBible.com

• 115 leading biblical scholars from 22 denominations 

• Field tested by 77 reading specialists in 13 denominations 

• 90-day reading plan

Take a fresh look at the Bible while you experience a new translation. 

The Common English Bible combines a concern for accuracy 

and accessibility. The result is a new version that the typical 

reader or worshipper is able to understand. 

SPECIAL FEATURES

9781609260088-Perfect.indd   1 3/8/10   10:00 AM



1  

MATTHEW
Genealogy of Jesus

1A record of the ancestors of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of 
Abraham:

 2  Abraham was the father of Isaac.
   Isaac was the father of Jacob.
  Jacob was the father of Judah and his brothers.
 3  Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah, 
   whose mother was Tamar.
   Perez was the father of Hezron.
  Hezron was the father of Aram.
 4  Aram was the father of Aminadab.
   Aminadab was the father of Nahshon.
  Nahshon was the father of Salmon.
 5  Salmon was the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab.
   Boaz was the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth.
  Obed was the father of Jesse.
 6  Jesse was the father of David the king.
   David was the father of Solomon, 
   whose mother had been the wife of Uriah.
 7  Solomon was the father of Rehoboam.
   Rehoboam was the father of Abijah.
  Abijah was the father of Asaph.
 8  Asaph was the father of Jehoshaphat.
   Jehoshaphat was the father of Joram.
  Joram was the father of Uzziah.
 9  Uzziah was the father of Jotham.
   Jotham was the father of Ahaz.
  Ahaz was the father of Hezekiah.
1 0  Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh.
   Manasseh was the father of Amos.
  Amos was the father of Josiah.
1 1  Josiah was the father of Jechoniah and his brothers. 
  Th is was at the time of the exile to Babylon.
1 2  After the exile to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel.
   Salathiel was the father of Zerubbabel.
1 3  Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud.
   Abiud was the father of Eliakim.
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  Eliakim was the father of Azor.
1 4  Azor was the father of Zadok.
   Zadok was the father of Achim.
  Achim was the father of Eliud.
1 5  Eliud was the father of Eleazar.
   Eleazar was the father of Matthan.
  Matthan was the father of Jacob.

1 6Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary—of whom 
Jesus was born, who is called the Christ.

1 7So there were fourteen generations from Abraham to David, four-
teen generations from David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen gen-
erations from the exile to Babylon to the Christ.

Birth of Jesus
1 8Th is is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his 

mother was engaged to Joseph, before they were married, she became 
pregnant by the Holy Spirit. 1 9Joseph her husband was a righteous 
man. Because he didn’t want to humiliate her, he decided to call off  
their engagement quietly. 2 0As he was thinking about this, an angel 
from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 
David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she 
carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit. 2 1She will give birth to a son, 
and you will call him Jesus, because he will save his people from their 
sins.” 2 2Now all of this took place so that what the Lord had spoken 
through the prophet would be fulfi lled:

2 3  Look! A virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son,
 And they will call him, Emmanuel.a

(Emmanuel means “God with us.”) 
2 4When Joseph woke up, he did just as an angel from God commanded 

and took Mary as his wife. 2 5But he didn’t have sexual relations with her 
until she gave birth to a son. Joseph called him Jesus.

Coming of the magi

2After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during 
the reign of King Herod, magi came from the east to Jerusalem. 

2Th ey asked, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We’ve seen his 
star in the east, and we’ve come to honor him.”

3When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in Je-
rusalem was troubled with him. 4He gathered all the chief priests and 



3  Matthew 2:18

bMic 5:2; 2 Sam 5:2   cHos 11:1   dJer 31:15

the legal experts and asked them where the Christ was to be born. 5Th ey 
said, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote:

6You, Bethlehem, land of Judah,
 by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah,

 because from you will come one who governs,
 who will shepherd my people Israel.”b

7Th en Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them 
the time when the star had fi rst appeared. 8He sent them to Bethle-
hem, saying, “Go and search carefully for the child. When you’ve found 
him, report to me so that I too may go and honor him.” 9When they 
heard the king, they went; and look, the star they had seen in the east 
went ahead of them until it stood over the place where the child was. 
1 0When they saw the star, they were fi lled with joy. 1 1Th ey entered the 
house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, 
they honored him. Th en they opened their treasure chests and pre-
sented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 1 2Because they 
were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to 
their own country by another route.

Escape to Egypt
1 3When the magi had departed, an angel from the Lord appeared to 

Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up. Take the child and his mother 
and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod will soon 
search for the child in order to kill him.” 1 4Joseph got up and, during 
the night, took the child and his mother to Egypt. 1 5He stayed there 
until Herod died. Th is fulfi lled what the Lord had spoken through the 
prophet: I have called my son out of Egypt.c

Murder of the Bethlehem children
1 6When Herod knew the magi had fooled him, he grew very angry. 

He sent soldiers to kill all the male children in Bethlehem and in all the 
surrounding territory who were two years old and younger, according 
to the time that he had learned from the magi. 1 7Th is fulfi lled the word 
spoken through Jeremiah the prophet:

1 8  A voice was heard in Ramah,
 weeping and much grieving.

 Rachel weeping for her children,
 and she did not want to be comforted,

 because they were no more.d
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Return from Egypt
1 9After King Herod died, an angel from the Lord appeared in a 

dream to Joseph in Egypt. 2 0“Get up,” the angel said, “and take the 
child and his mother and go to the land of Israel. Th ose who were 
trying to kill the child are dead.” 2 1Joseph got up, took the child and 
his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 2 2But when he heard that 
Archelaus ruled over Judea in place of his father Herod, Joseph was 
afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he went to the 
area of Galilee. 2 3He settled in a city called Nazareth so that what 
was spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled: He will be 
called a Nazarene.

Ministry of John the Baptist

3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the desert of Judea an-
nouncing, 2“Change your hearts and lives! Here comes the kingdom 

of heaven!” 3He was the one of whom Isaiah the prophet spoke when 
he said:
 Th e voice of one shouting in the wilderness,

 “Prepare the way for the Lord;
 make his paths straight.”e

4John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist. He ate locusts and wild honey.

5People from Jerusalem, throughout Judea, and all around the Jor-
dan River came to him. 6As they confessed their sins, he baptized them 
in the Jordan River. 7Many Pharisees and Sadducees came to be bap-
tized by John. He said to them, “You children of snakes! Who warned 
you to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon? 8Produce 
fruit that shows you have changed your hearts and lives. 9And don’t 
even think about saying to yourselves, ‘Abraham is our father.’ I tell 
you that God is able to raise up Abraham’s children from these stones. 
1 0Th e ax is already at the root of the trees. Th erefore, every tree that 
doesn’t produce good fruit will be chopped down and tossed into the 
fi re. 1 1I baptize with water those of you who have changed your hearts 
and lives. Th e one who is coming after me is stronger than I am. I’m 
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fi re. 1 2Th e shovel he uses to sift the wheat from the 
husks is in his hands. He will clean out his threshing area and bring the 
wheat into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a fi re that can’t 
be put out.”
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Baptism of Jesus
1 3At that time Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River so that 

John would baptize him. 1 4John tried to stop him and said, “I need to 
be baptized by you, yet you come to me?”

1 5Jesus answered, “Allow me to be baptized now. Th is is necessary to 
fulfi ll all righteousness.”

So John agreed to baptize Jesus. 1 6When Jesus was baptized, he im-
mediately came up out of the water. Heaven was opened to him, and 
he saw the Spirit of God coming down like a dove and resting on him. 
1 7A voice from heaven said, “Th is is my Son whom I dearly love; I fi nd 
happiness in him.”

Temptation of Jesus

4Th en the Spirit led Jesus up into the wilderness so that the devil 
might tempt him. 2After Jesus had fasted for forty days and forty 

nights, he was starving. 3Th e tempter came to him and said, “Since you 
are God’s Son, command these stones to become bread.”

4Jesus replied, “It’s written, People won’t live only by bread, but by 
every word spoken by God.” f

5After that the devil brought him into the holy city and stood him at 
the highest point of the temple. He said to him, 6“Since you are God’s 
Son, throw yourself down; for it is written, I will command my angels 
concerning you, and they will take you up in their hands so that you won’t 
hit your foot on a stone.”g

7Jesus replied, “Again it’s written, Don’t test the Lord your God.” h
8Th en the devil brought him to a very high mountain, showed him 

all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9He said, “I’ll give you all 
these if you bow down and worship me.”

1 0Jesus responded, “Go away, Satan, because it’s written, You will 
worship the Lord your God and serve only him.” i 1 1Th e devil left him, and 
angels came and took care of him.

Move to Galilee
1 2Now when Jesus heard that John was arrested, he went to Galilee. 

1 3He left Nazareth and settled in Capernaum, which lies alongside the 
sea in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali. 1 4Th is fulfi lled what Isaiah the 
prophet said:

1 5  Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
 alongside the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles,
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1 6  the people who lived in the dark have seen a great light,
 and a light has come upon those who lived in the region and in shadow 

of death.j

1 7From that time Jesus began to announce, “Change your hearts and 
lives! Here comes the kingdom of heaven!”

Calling of the fi rst disciples
1 8As Jesus walked alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two broth-

ers, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew, throwing fi shing nets 
into the sea, because they were fi shermen. 1 9“Come, follow me,” he 
said, “and I’ll show you how to fi sh for people.” 2 0Right away, they 
left their nets and followed him. 2 1Continuing on, he saw another set 
of brothers, James the son of Zebedee and his brother John. Th ey 
were in a boat with Zebedee their father repairing their nets. Jesus 
called them and 2 2immediately they left the boat and their father and 
followed him.

Ministry to the crowds
2 3Jesus traveled throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues. 

He announced the good news of the kingdom and healed every disease 
and sickness among the people. 2 4News about him spread throughout 
Syria. People brought to him all those who had various kinds of dis-
eases, those in pain, those possessed by demons, those with epilepsy, 
and those who were paralyzed, and he healed them. 2 5Large crowds 
followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and 

from the areas beyond the Jordan River. 1Now when Jesus saw the 
crowds, he went up a mountain. He sat down and his disciples came 

to him. 2He taught them, saying:

Happy people
3  “Happy are people who are downcast, because the kingdom of 
heaven is theirs.

4“Happy are people who grieve, because they will be made glad.
5  “Happy are people who are humble, because they will inherit the 
earth.

6  “Happy are people who are hungry and thirsty for righteousness, 
because they will be fed until they are full.

7  “Happy are people who show mercy, because they will receive 
mercy.

5
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8“Happy are people who have pure hearts, because they will see God.
9  “Happy are people who make peace, because they will be called God’s 
children.

1 0  “Happy are people whose lives are harassed because they are righ-
teous, because the kingdom of heaven is theirs.

1 1“Happy are you when people insult you and harass you and speak 
all kinds of bad and false things about you, all because of me. 1 2Be 
full of joy and be glad, because you have a great reward in heaven. 
For, in the same way, people harassed the prophets who came 
before you.

Salt and light
1 3“You are the salt of the earth. But if salt loses its saltiness, how will 

it become salty again? It’s good for nothing except to be thrown away 
and trampled under people’s feet. 1 4You are the light of the world. A 
city on top of a hill can’t be hidden. 1 5Neither do people light a lamp 
and put it under a basket. Instead, they put it on top of a lampstand, 
and it shines on all who are in the house. 1 6In the same way, let your 
light shine before people, so they can see the good things you do and 
praise your Father who is in heaven.

Jesus and the Law
1 7“Don’t even begin to think that I have come to do away with the 

Law and the Prophets. I haven’t come to do away with them but to ful-
fi ll them. 1 8I say to you very seriously that as long as heaven and earth 
exist, neither the smallest letter nor even the smallest stroke of a pen 
will be erased from the Law until everything there becomes a reality. 
1 9Th erefore, whoever ignores one of the least of these commands and 
teaches others to do the same will be called the lowest in the kingdom 
of heaven. But whoever keeps these commands and teaches people to 
keep them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 2 0I say to you 
that unless your righteousness is greater than the righteousness of 
the legal experts and the Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven.

Law of murder
2 1“You have heard that it was said to those who lived long ago, You 

shouldn’t commit murder,k and all who commit murder will be in danger 
of judgment. 2 2But I say to you that everyone who is angry with their 
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brother or sister will be in danger of judgment. If they say to their brother 
or sister, ‘You idiot,’ they will be in danger of being condemned by the 
governing council. And if they say, ‘You fool,’ they will be in danger of 
fi ery hell. 2 3Th erefore, if you bring your gift to the altar and there remem-
ber that your brother or sister has something against you, 2 4leave your 
gift at the altar and go. First make things right with your brother or sister 
and then come back and off er your gift. 2 5Be sure to make friends quickly 
with your opponents while you are with them on the way to court. Oth-
erwise, they will haul you before the judge, the judge will turn you over 
to the offi  cer of the court, and you will be thrown into prison. 2 6I say to 
you in all seriousness that you won’t get out of there until you’ve paid the 
very last penny.

Law of adultery
2 7“You have heard that it was said, You shouldn’t commit adultery.l 

2 8But I say to you that every man who looks at a woman lustfully has 
already committed adultery in his heart. 2 9And if your right eye causes 
you to fall into sin, tear it out and throw it away. It’s better that you 
lose a part of your body than that your whole body be thrown into 
hell. 3 0And if your right hand causes you to fall into sin, chop it off  and 
throw it away. It’s better that you lose a part of your body than that 
your whole body go into hell.

Law of divorce
3 1“It was said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife must give her a divorce 

certifi cate.’ m 3 2But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife except 
for sexual unfaithfulness forces her to commit adultery. And whoever 
marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

Law of oaths
3 3“Again you have heard that it was said to those who lived long ago: 

You shouldn’t swear a false oath, but you should follow through on what 
you have sworn to the Lord.n 3 4But I say to you that you must not swear 
at all. You must not swear by heaven, because it’s God’s throne. 3 5You 
must not swear by the earth, because it’s God’s footstool. You must not 
swear by Jerusalem, because it’s the city of the great king. 3 6And you 
must not swear by your head, because you can’t turn one hair white or 
black. 3 7Let your yes mean yes, and your no mean no. Anything more 
than this comes from the evil one.
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Law of retaliation
3 8“You have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 

tooth.o 3 9But I say to you that you must not oppose those who want to 
hurt you. If people slap you on your right cheek, you must turn the left 
cheek to them as well. 4 0When they wish to haul you to court and take 
your shirt, let them have your coat too. 4 1When they force you to go 
one mile, go with them two. 4 2Give to those who ask, and don’t refuse 
those who wish to borrow from you.

Law of love
4 3“You have heard that it was said, You should love your neighbor p and 

hate your enemy. 4 4But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for 
those who harass you because of your faith 4 5so that you will be acting 
as children of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes the sun rise 
on both the evil and the good and sends rain on both the righteous and 
the unrighteous. 4 6If you love only those who love you, what reward do 
you have? Don’t even the tax collectors do the same? 4 7And if you greet 
only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing? Don’t even 
the Gentiles do the same? 4 8Th erefore, just as your heavenly Father is 
complete in showing love to everyone, so also you must be complete.

Showy religion

6 “Be careful that you don’t practice your religion in front of people 
to draw their attention. If you do, you will have no reward from 

your Father who is in heaven.
2“Whenever you give to the poor, don’t blow your trumpet as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets so that they may 
get praise from people. I assure you, that’s the only reward they’ll get. 
3But when you give to the poor, don’t let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing 4so that you may give to the poor in secret. 
Your Father who sees what you do in secret will reward you.

Showy prayer
5“When you pray, don’t be like hypocrites. Th ey love to pray stand-

ing in the synagogues and on the street corners so that people will see 
them. I assure you, that’s the only reward they’ll get. 6But when you 
pray, go to your room, shut the door, and pray to your Father who is 
present in that secret place. Your Father who sees what you do in se-
cret will reward you.
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Proper prayer
7“When you pray, don’t pour out a fl ood of empty words, as the Gen-

tiles do. Th ey think that by saying many words they’ll be heard. 8You 
shouldn’t be like them, because your Father knows what you need before 
you ask. 9Pray like this:

Our Father who is in heaven,
uphold the holiness of your name.
1 0Bring in your kingdom
so that your will is done on earth as it’s done in heaven.
1 1Give us the bread we need for today.
1 2Forgive us for the ways we have wronged you,
just as we also forgive those who have wronged us.
1 3And don’t lead us into temptation,
but rescue us from the evil one.

1 4“If you forgive others their sins, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. 1 5But if you don’t forgive others, neither will your Father 
forgive your sins.

Showy fasting
1 6“And when you fast, don’t put on a sad face like the hypocrites. 

Th ey distort their faces so people will know they are fasting. I assure 
you that they have their reward. 1 7When you fast, brush your hair and 
wash your face. 1 8Th en you won’t look like you are fasting to people, 
but only to your Father who is present in that secret place. Your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you.

Earthly and heavenly treasures
1 9“Stop collecting treasures for your own benefi t on earth, where 

moth and rust eat them and where thieves break in and steal them. 
2 0Instead, collect treasures for yourselves in heaven, where moth and 
rust don’t eat them and where thieves don’t break in and steal them. 
2 1Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Seeing and serving
2 2“Th e eye is the lamp of the body. Th erefore, if your eye is healthy, 

your whole body will be full of light. 2 3But if your eye is bad, your 
whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is dark-
ness, how terrible that darkness will be! 2 4No one can serve two mas-
ters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 
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loyal to the one and have contempt for the other. You cannot serve 
God and wealth.

Worry about necessities
2 5“Th erefore, I say to you, don’t worry about your life, what you’ll 

eat or what you’ll drink, or about your body, what you’ll wear. Isn’t life 
more than food and the body more than clothes? 2 6Look at the birds 
in the sky. Th ey don’t sow seed or harvest grain or gather crops into 
barns. Yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Aren’t you worth much 
more than they are? 2 7Who among you by worrying can add a single 
moment to your life? 2 8And why do you worry about clothes? Notice 
how the lilies in the fi eld grow. Th ey don’t wear themselves out with 
work, and they don’t spin cloth. 2 9But I say to you that even Solomon 
in all of his splendor wasn’t dressed like one of these. 3 0If God dresses 
grass in the fi eld so beautifully, even though it’s alive today and tomor-
row it’s thrown into the furnace, won’t God do much more for you, you 
people of weak faith? 3 1Th erefore, don’t worry and say, ‘What are we 
going to eat?’ or ‘What are we going to drink?’ or ‘What are we going to 
wear?’ 3 2Gentiles long for all these things. Your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them. 3 3Instead, desire fi rst and foremost God’s king-
dom and God’s righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well. 3 4Th erefore, stop worrying about tomorrow, because tomor-
row will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Judging

7 “Don’t judge, so that you won’t be judged. 2You’ll receive the same 
judgment you give. Whatever you deal out will be dealt out to you. 

3Why do you see the splinter that’s in your brother’s or sister’s eye, but 
don’t notice the log in your own eye? 4How can you say to your brother 
or sister, ‘Let me take the splinter out of your eye,’ when there’s a log in 
your eye? 5You deceive yourself! First take the log out of your eye, and 
then you’ll see clearly to take the splinter out of your brother’s or sister’s 
eye. 6Don’t give holy things to dogs, and don’t throw your pearls in front 
of pigs. Th ey will stomp on the pearls, then turn around and attack you.

Asking, seeking, knocking
7“Ask, and you will receive. Search, and you will fi nd. Knock, and the 

door will be opened to you. 8For everyone who asks, receives. Whoever 
seeks, fi nds. And to everyone who knocks, the door is opened. 9Who 



12  Matthew 7:10

among you will give your children a stone when they ask for bread? 
1 0Or give them a snake when they ask for fi sh? 1 1If you who are evil 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your heavenly Father give good things to those who ask him. 1 2Th ere-
fore, you should treat people in the same way that you want people to 
treat you; this is the Law and the Prophets.

Narrow gate
1 3“Go in through the narrow gate. Th e gate that leads to destruction is 

broad and the road wide, so many people enter through it. 1 4But the gate 
that leads to life is narrow and the road diffi  cult, so few people fi nd it.

Tree and fruit
1 5“Watch out for false prophets. Th ey come to you dressed like sheep, 

but inside they are vicious wolves. 1 6You will know them by their fruit. 
Do people get bunches of grapes from thorny weeds, or do they get fi gs 
from thistles? 1 7In the same way, every good tree produces good fruit, 
and every rotten tree produces bad fruit. 1 8A good tree can’t produce 
bad fruit. And a rotten tree can’t produce good fruit. 1 9Every tree that 
doesn’t produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fi re. 
2 0Th erefore, you will know them by their fruit.

Entrance requirements
2 1“Not everybody who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will get into the king-

dom of heaven. Only those who do the will of my Father who is in 
heaven will enter. 2 2On the Judgment Day, many people will say to 
me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name and expel demons in 
your name and do lots of miracles in your name?’ 2 3Th en I’ll tell them, 
‘I’ve never known you. Get away from me, you people who do wrong.’

Two foundations
2 4“Everybody who hears these words of mine and puts them into 

practice is like a wise builder who built a house on bedrock. 2 5The 
rain fell, the floods came, and the wind blew and beat against that 
house. It didn’t fall because it was firmly set on bedrock. 2 6But 
everybody who hears these words of mine and doesn’t put them 
into practice will be like a fool who built a house on sand. 2 7The 
rain fell, the floods came, and the wind blew and beat against that 
house. It fell and was completely destroyed.”
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Crowd’s response
2 8When Jesus fi nished these words, the crowds were amazed at his 

teaching 2 9because he was teaching them like someone with authority 
and not like their legal experts.

A man with a skin disease

8Now when Jesus had come down from the mountain, large crowds 
followed him. 2A man with a skin disease came, kneeled before 

him, and said, “Lord, if you want, you can make me clean.”
3Jesus reached out his hand and touched him, saying, “I do want to. 

Become clean.” Instantly his skin disease was cleansed. 4Jesus said to 
him, “Don’t say anything to anyone. Instead, go and show yourself 
to the priest and off er the gift that Moses commanded. Th is will be a 
testimony to them.”

Healing of the centurion’s servant
5When Jesus went to Capernaum, a centurion approached, 6plead-

ing with him, “Lord, my servant is fl at on his back at home, paralyzed, 
and his suff ering is awful.”

7Jesus responded, “I’ll come and heal him.”
8But the centurion replied, “Lord, I don’t deserve to have you come 

under my roof. Just say the word and my servant will be healed. 9I’m 
a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I say to one, ‘Go,’ and 
he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do 
this,’ and the servant does it.”

1 0When Jesus heard this, he was impressed and said to the people fol-
lowing him, “I say to you with all seriousness that even in Israel I haven’t 
found faith like this. 1 1I say to you that there are many who will come from 
east and west and sit down to eat with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven. 1 2But the children of the kingdom will be thrown 
outside into the darkness. People there will be weeping and grinding their 
teeth.” 1 3Jesus said to the centurion, “Go; it will be done for you just as you 
have believed.” And his servant was healed that very moment.

Healing of many people
1 4Jesus went home with Peter and saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying 

in bed with a fever. 1 5He touched her hand, and the fever left her. Th en 
she got up and served them. 1 6Th at evening people brought to Jesus 
many who were demon-possessed. He threw the spirits out with just a 
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word. He healed everyone who was sick. 1 7Th is happened so that what 
Isaiah the prophet said would be fulfi lled: He is the one who took our 
illnesses and carried away our diseases.q

Discussions about following
1 8Now when Jesus saw the crowd, he ordered his disciples to go over 

to the other side of the lake. 1 9A legal expert came and said to him, 
“Teacher, I’ll follow you wherever you go.”

2 0Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens, and the birds in the sky have nests, 
but the Human Oner has no place to lay his head.”

2 1Another man, one of his disciples, said to him, “Lord, fi rst let me 
go and bury my father.”

2 2But Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own 
dead.”

Calming a storm
2 3When Jesus got into a boat, his disciples followed him. 2 4A huge 

storm arose on the lake so that waves were sloshing over the boat. But 
Jesus was asleep. 2 5Th ey came and woke him, saying, “Lord, rescue us! 
We’re going to drown!”

2 6He said to them, “Why are you afraid, you people of weak faith?” 
Th en he got up and gave orders to the winds and the lake, and there 
was a great calm.

2 7Th e people were amazed and said, “What kind of person is this? 
Even the winds and the lake obey him!”

Jesus frees a demon-possessed man
2 8When Jesus arrived on the other side of the lake in the country 

of the Gadarenes, two men who were demon-possessed came from 
among the tombs to meet him. Th ey were so violent that nobody 
could travel on that road. 2 9Th ey cried out, “What are you going to do 
with us, Son of God? Have you come to torture us before the time of 
judgment?” 3 0Far off  in the distance a large herd of pigs was feeding. 
3 1Th e demons pleaded with him, “If you throw us out, send us into 
the herd of pigs.”

3 2Th en he said to the demons, “Go away,” and they came out and 
went into the pigs. Th e whole herd rushed down the cliff  into the lake 
and drowned. 3 3Th ose who tended the pigs ran into the city and told 
everything that had happened to the demon-possessed men. 3 4Th en 
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the whole city came out and met Jesus. When they saw him, they 
pleaded with him to leave their region.

Healing of a man who was paralyzed

9Boarding a boat, Jesus crossed to the other side of the lake and 
went to his own city. 2People brought to him a man who was para-

lyzed, lying on a cot. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man 
who was paralyzed, “Be encouraged, my child, your sins are forgiven.”

3Some legal experts said among themselves, “Th is man is insulting 
God.”

4But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said, “Why do you fi ll 
your minds with evil things? 5Which is easier—to say, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6But so you will know that the 
Human Ones has authority on the earth to forgive sins”—he said to 
the man who was paralyzed—“Get up, take your cot, and go home.” 
7Th e man got up and went home. 8When the crowds saw what had hap-
pened, they were afraid and praised God, who had given such author-
ity to human beings.

Calling of Matthew
9As Jesus continued on from there, he saw a man named Matthew 

sitting at a kiosk for collecting taxes. He said to him, “Follow me,” and 
he got up and followed him. 1 0As Jesus sat down to eat in Matthew’s 
house, many tax collectors and sinners joined Jesus and his disciples 
at the table.

1 1But when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why 
does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

1 2When Jesus heard it, he said, “Healthy people don’t need a doctor, 
but sick people do. 1 3Go and learn what this means: I want mercy and 
not sacrifi ce.t I didn’t come to call righteous people, but sinners.”

Question about fasting
1 4At that time John’s disciples came and asked Jesus, “Why do we 

and the Pharisees frequently fast, but your disciples never fast?”
1 5Jesus responded, “Th e wedding guests can’t mourn while the 

groom is still with them, can they? But the days will come when the 
groom will be taken away from them, and then they’ll fast. 

1 6“No one sews a piece of new, unshrunk cloth on old clothes be-
cause the patch tears away the cloth and makes a worse tear. 1 7No 
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one pours new wine into old wineskins. If they did, the wineskins 
would burst, the wine would spill, and the wineskins would be ruined. 
Instead, people pour new wine into new wineskins, and thus keep 
both safe.”

A ruler’s daughter and the woman who touched Jesus’ clothes
1 8While Jesus was speaking to them, a ruler came and knelt in front 

of him, saying, “My daughter has just died. But come and place your 
hand on her, and she’ll live.” 1 9So Jesus and his disciples got up and 
went with him. 2 0Th en, look, a woman who had been bleeding for 
twelve years came up behind Jesus and touched the hem of his clothes. 
2 1She thought, If I only touch his robe I’ll be healed.

2 2When Jesus turned and saw her, he said, “Be encouraged, daugh-
ter. Your faith has healed you.” And the woman was healed from that 
time on.

2 3When Jesus went into the ruler’s house, he saw the fl ute players 
and the distressed crowd. 2 4He said, “Go away, because the little girl 
isn’t dead but is asleep”; but they laughed at him. 2 5After he had sent 
the crowd away, Jesus went in and touched her hand, and the little girl 
rose up. 2 6News about this spread throughout that whole region.

Healing of two blind men
2 7As Jesus departed, two blind men followed him, crying out, “Show 

us mercy, Son of David.”
2 8When he came into the house, the blind men approached him. 

Jesus said to them, “Do you believe I can do this?”
“Yes, Lord,” they replied.
2 9Th en Jesus touched their eyes and said, “It will happen for you just 

as you have believed.” 3 0Th eir eyes were opened. Th en Jesus sternly 
warned them, “Make sure nobody knows about this.” 3 1But they went 
out and spread the word about him throughout that whole region.

Healing of a man unable to speak
3 2As they were leaving, people brought to him a man who was 

demon-possessed and unable to speak. 3 3When Jesus had thrown out 
the demon, the man who couldn’t speak began to talk. Th e crowds were 
amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”

3 4But the Pharisees said, “He throws out demons with the authority 
of the ruler of demons.”
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Compassion
3 5Jesus traveled among all the cities and villages, teaching in their 

synagogues, announcing the good news of the kingdom, and healing 
every disease and every sickness. 3 6Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he 
had compassion for them because they were troubled and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. 3 7Th en he said to his disciples, “Th e size of 
the harvest is bigger than you can imagine, but there are few workers. 
3 8Th erefore, plead with the Lord of the harvest to send out workers for 
his harvest.”

Mission of the Twelve

10He called his twelve disciples and gave them authority over 
unclean spirits to throw them out and to heal every disease 

and every sickness. 2Here are the names of the twelve apostles: fi rst, 
Simon, who is called Peter; and Andrew his brother; James the son of 
Zebedee; and John his brother; 3Philip; and Bartholomew; Th omas; 
and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus; and Th ad-
daeus; 4Simon the Cananaean;u and Judas, who betrayed Jesus.

Commissioning of the Twelve
5Jesus sent these twelve out and commanded them, “Don’t go among 

the Gentiles or into a Samaritan city. 6Go instead to the lost sheep, the 
people of Israel. 7As you go, make this announcement: ‘Th e kingdom 
of heaven has come near.’ 8Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those 
with skin diseases, and throw out demons. You received without having 
to pay. Th erefore, give without demanding payment. 9Don’t get gold or 
silver or copper coins for your money belts to take on your trips, 1 0or 
a backpack for the road or two shirts or sandals or a walking stick. For 
workers deserve to be fed. 1 1Whatever city or village you go into, fi nd 
somebody in it who is worthy and stay there until you go on your way. 
1 2When you go into a house, say, ‘Peace!’ 1 3If the house is worthy, give 
it your blessing of peace. But if the house isn’t worthy, take back your 
blessing. 1 4If anyone refuses to welcome you or listen to your words, 
shake the dust off  your feet as you leave that house or city. 1 5I assure 
you that it will be more bearable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah 
on Judgment Day than it will be for that city.

Response of persecution
1 6“Look, I’m sending you as sheep among wolves. Th erefore be wise 

as snakes and innocent as doves. 1 7Watch out for people—because 
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they will hand you over to councils and they will beat you in their 
synagogues. 1 8Th ey will haul you in front of governors and even kings 
because of me so that you may give your testimony to them and to the 
Gentiles. 1 9Whenever they hand you over, don’t worry about how to 
speak or what you will say, because what you can say will be given to 
you at that moment. 2 0You aren’t doing the talking, but the Spirit of 
my Father is doing the talking through you. 2 1Brothers and sisters will 
hand each other over to be executed. A father will turn his child in. 
Children will defy their parents and have them executed. 2 2Everyone 
will hate you on account of my name. But whoever stands fi rm until 
the end will be saved. 2 3Whenever they harass you in one city, escape 
to the next, because I assure that you will not go through all the cities 
of Israel before the Human Onev comes.

2 4“Disciples aren’t greater than their teacher, and slaves aren’t greater 
than their master. 2 5It’s enough for disciples to be like their teacher 
and slaves like their master. If they have called the head of the house 
Beelzebul, it’s certain that they will call the members of his household 
by even worse names.

Whom to fear
2 6“Th erefore, don’t be afraid of those people because nothing is hidden 

that won’t be revealed, and nothing secret that won’t be brought out into 
the open. 2 7What I say to you in the darkness, tell in the light; and what 
you hear whispered, announce from the rooftops. 2 8Don’t be afraid of 
those who kill the body but can’t kill the soul. Instead, be afraid of the 
one who can destroy both body and soul in hell. 2 9Aren’t two sparrows 
sold for a small coin? But not one of them will fall to the ground without 
your Father knowing about it already. 3 0Even the hairs of your head are 
all counted. 3 1Don’t be afraid. You are worth more than many sparrows.

Confessing Christ to people
3 2“Th erefore, everyone who acknowledges me before people, I also 

will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven. 3 3But everyone 
who denies me before people, I also will deny before my Father who is 
in heaven.

Trouble in the family
3 4“Don’t think that I’ve come to bring peace to the earth. I haven’t 

come to bring peace but a sword. 3 5For I’ve come to turn a man against 
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his father, a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law. 3 6People’s enemies are members of their own households.w

3 7“Th ose who love father or mother more than me aren’t worthy of 
me. Th ose who love son or daughter more than me aren’t worthy of me. 
3 8Th ose who don’t pick up their crosses and follow me aren’t worthy 
of me. 3 9Th ose who fi nd their lives will lose them, and those who lose 
their lives because of me will fi nd them.

Rewards
4 0“Th ose who receive you are also receiving me, and those who receive 

me are receiving the one who sent me. 4 1Th ose who receive a prophet 
as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward. Th ose who receive a righ-
teous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s 
reward. 4 2I assure you that everybody who gives even a cup of cold 
water to these little ones because they are my disciples will certainly 
be rewarded.”

Ministry to the people

11When Jesus fi nished teaching his twelve disciples, he went on 
from there to teach and preach in their cities.

Question from John the Baptist
2Now when John heard in prison about the things Jesus was doing, 

he sent word by his disciples to Jesus, asking, 3“Are you the one who is 
to come, or should we look for another?”

4Jesus responded, “Go, report to John what you hear and see. 5Th ose 
who were blind are able to see. Th ose who were crippled are walking. Peo-
ple with skin diseases are cleansed. Th ose who were deaf now hear. Th ose 
who were dead are raised up. Th e poor have good news proclaimed to them.x 
6Happy are those who don’t stumble and fall because of me.”

Appeal of John’s ministry
7When John’s disciples had gone, Jesus spoke to the crowds about 

John: “What did you go out to the wilderness to see? A stalk blowing 
in the wind? 8What did you go out to see? A man dressed up in refi ned 
clothes? Look, those who wear refi ned clothes are in royal palaces. 
9What did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than 
a prophet. 1 0He is the one of whom it is written: Look, I’m sending my 
messenger before you, who will prepare your way before you.y
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Signifi cance of John’s ministry
1 1“I assure you that no one who has ever been born is greater than 

John the Baptist. Yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he. 1 2From the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of heaven is violently attacked as violent people seize it. 1 3All 
the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John came. 1 4If you are 
willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. 1 5Let the person who 
has ears, hear.

This generation
1 6“To what will I compare this generation? It is like a child sitting in 

the marketplaces calling out to others, 1 7‘We played the fl ute for you 
and you didn’t dance. We sang a funeral song and you didn’t mourn.’ 
1 8For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon.’ 1 9Yet the Human Onez came eating and drinking, and they say, 
‘Look, a glutton and a drunk, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ 
But wisdom is proved to be right by her works.”

Condemnation of Bethsaida and Capernaum
2 0Th en he began to scold the cities where he had done his great-

est miracles because they didn’t change their hearts and lives. 2 1“How 
terrible it will be for you, Chorazin! How terrible it will be for you, 
Bethsaida! For if the miracles done among you had been done in Tyre 
and Sidon, they would have changed their hearts and lives and put on 
funeral clothes and ashes a long time ago. 2 2But I say to you that Tyre 
and Sidon will be better off  on Judgment Day than you. 2 3And you, 
Capernaum, will you be honored by being raised up to heaven? No, 
you will be thrown down to the place of the dead. For if the miracles 
that were done among you had been done in Sodom, it would still 
be here today. 2 4But I say to you that it will be better for the land of 
Sodom on the Judgment Day than it will be for you.”

The Father and the Son
2 5At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 

because you’ve hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have 
shown them to babies. 2 6Indeed, Father, this brings you happiness.

2 7“My Father has handed all things over to me. No one knows the 
Son except the Father. And nobody knows the Father except the Son 
and anyone to whom the Son wants to reveal him.
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2 8“Come to me, all you who are struggling hard and carrying heavy 
loads, and I will give you rest. 2 9Put on my yoke, and learn from me. 
I’m gentle and humble. And you will fi nd rest for yourselves. 3 0My yoke 
is easy to bear, and my burden is light.”

Working on the Sabbath

12At that time Jesus went through the wheat fi elds on the Sab-
bath. His disciples were hungry so they were picking heads of 

wheat and eating them. 2When the Pharisees saw this, they said to 
him, “Look, your disciples are breaking the Sabbath law.”

3But he said to them, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and 
those with him were hungry? 4He went into God’s house and broke the 
law by eating the bread of the presence, which only the priests were al-
lowed to eat. 5Or haven’t you read in the Law that on the Sabbath the 
priests in the temple treat the Sabbath as any other day and are still in-
nocent? 6But I tell you that something greater than the temple is here. 
7If you had known what this means, I want mercy and not sacrifi ce,a you 
wouldn’t have condemned the innocent. 8Th e Human Oneb is Lord of 
the Sabbath.”

Healing on the Sabbath
9Jesus left that place and went into their synagogue. 1 0A man with a 

withered hand was there. Wanting to bring charges against Jesus, they 
asked, “Does the Law allow a person to heal on the Sabbath?”

1 1Jesus replied, “Who among you has a sheep that falls into a pit on the 
Sabbath and will not take hold of it and pull it out? 1 2How much more 
valuable is a person than a sheep! So the Law allows a person to do what 
is good on the Sabbath.” 1 3Th en Jesus said to the man, “Stretch out your 
hand.” So he did and it was made healthy, just like the other one. 1 4Th e 
Pharisees went out and met in order to fi nd a way to destroy Jesus.

Healing the crowd
1 5Jesus knew what they intended to do, so he went away from there. 

Large crowds followed him, and he healed them all. 1 6But he ordered 
them not to spread the word about him, 1 7so that what was spoken 
through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfi lled:

1 8  Look, my Servant whom I chose,
 the one I love, in whom my soul fi nds great pleasure.

 I’ll put my Spirit upon him,
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 and he’ll announce judgment to the Gentiles.
1 9  He won’t argue or shout,

 and nobody will hear his voice in the streets.
2 0  He won’t break a bent stalk,

 and he won’t snuff  out a smoldering wick,
 until he makes justice win.

2 1  And the Gentiles will put their hope in his name.c

2 2Th ey brought to Jesus a demon-possessed man who was blind and 
unable to speak. Jesus healed him so that he could both speak and see. 
2 3All the crowds were amazed and said, “Th is man couldn’t be the Son 
of David, could he?”

2 4When the Pharisees heard, they said, “Th is man throws out de-
mons only by the authority of Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons.”

2 5Because Jesus knew what they were thinking, he replied, “Every 
kingdom involved in civil war becomes a wasteland. Every city or house 
torn apart by divisions will collapse. 2 6If Satan throws out Satan, he is at 
war with himself. How then can his kingdom endure? 2 7And if I throw 
out demons by the authority of Beelzebul, then by whose authority do 
your followers throw them out? Th erefore, they will be your judges. 
2 8But if I throw out demons by the power of God’s Spirit, then God’s 
kingdom has already overtaken you. 2 9Can people go into a house that 
belongs to a strong man and steal his possessions, unless they fi rst tie 
up the strong man? Th en they can rob his house. 3 0Whoever isn’t with 
me is against me, and whoever doesn’t gather with me scatters.

Insulting the Holy Spirit
3 1“Th erefore, I tell you that people will be forgiven for every sin and 

insult to God. But insulting the Holy Spirit won’t be forgiven. 3 2And 
whoever speaks a word against the Human Oned will be forgiven. But 
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit won’t be forgiven, not in this 
age or in the age that is coming.

Trees and fruits
3 3“Either consider the tree good and its fruit good, or consider the 

tree rotten and its fruit rotten. A tree is known by its fruit. 3 4Children 
of snakes! How can you speak good things while you are evil? What 
fi lls the heart comes out of the mouth. 3 5Good people bring out good 
things from their good treasure. But evil people bring out evil things 
from their evil treasure. 3 6I tell you that people will have to answer on 
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Judgment Day for every useless word they speak. 3 7By your words you 
will be either judged innocent or condemned as guilty.”

Request for a sign
3 8At that time some of the legal experts and the Pharisees requested 

of Jesus, “Teacher, we would like to see a sign from you.”
3 9But he replied, “An evil and unfaithful generation searches for a sign, 

but it won’t receive any sign except Jonah’s sign. 4 0Just as Jonah was in 
the whale’s belly for three days and three nights,e so the Human Onef will be 
in the heart of the earth for three days and three nights. 4 1Th e citizens of 
Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn 
it as guilty, because they changed their hearts and lives in response to 
Jonah’s preaching. And look, someone greater than Jonah is here. 4 2Th e 
queen of the South will be raised up by God at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it because she came from a distant land to hear 
Solomon’s wisdom. And look, someone greater than Solomon is here.

Unclean spirit seeking a home
4 3“When an unclean spirit leaves a person, it wanders through dry 

places looking for a place to rest. But it doesn’t fi nd any. 4 4Th en it 
says, ‘I’ll go back to the house I left.’ When it arrives, it fi nds the place 
vacant, cleaned up, and decorated. 4 5Th en it goes and brings with it 
seven other spirits more evil than itself. Th ey go in and make their 
home there. Th at person is worse off  at the end than at the beginning. 
Th is is the way it will be also for this evil generation.”

Jesus’ family
4 6While Jesus was speaking to the crowds, his mother and brothers 

stood outside trying to speak with him. 4 7Someone said to him, “Look, 
your mother and brothers are outside wanting to speak with you.”

4 8Jesus replied, “Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?” 4 9He 
stretched out his hand toward his disciples and said, “Look, here are my 
mother and my brothers. 5 0Whoever does the will of my Father who is 
in heaven is my brother, sister, and mother.”

Setting for the parables

13Th at day Jesus went out of the house and sat down beside the 
lake. 2Such large crowds gathered around him that he climbed 

into a boat and sat down. Th e whole crowd was standing on the shore.
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Parable of the soils
3He said many things to them in parables: “A farmer went out to 

scatter seed. 4As he was scattering seed, some fell on the path, and 
birds came and ate it. 5Other seed fell on rocky ground where the soil 
was shallow. Th ey sprouted immediately because the soil wasn’t deep. 
6But when the sun came up, it scorched the plants, and they dried up 
because they had no roots. 7Other seed fell among thorny plants. Th e 
thorny plants grew and choked them. 8Other seed fell on good soil 
and bore fruit, in one case a yield of a hundred to one, in another case 
a yield of sixty to one, and in another case a yield of thirty to one. 
9Everyone who has ears should pay attention.”

Why Jesus speaks in parables
1 0Jesus’ disciples came and said to him, “Why do you use parables 

when you speak to the crowds?”
1 1Jesus replied, “Because they haven’t received the secrets of the king-

dom of heaven, but you have. 1 2For those who have will receive more and 
they will have more than enough. But as for those who don’t have, even 
the little they have will be taken away from them. 1 3Th is is why I speak 
to the crowds in parables: although they see, they don’t really see; and 
although they hear, they don’t really hear or understand. 1 4What Isaiah 
prophesied has become completely true for them:
 You will hear, to be sure, but never understand;

 and you will certainly see but never recognize what you are seeing.
1 5 For this people’s senses have become calloused,

 and they’ve become hard of hearing,
 and they’ve shut their eyes

 so that they won’t see with their eyes
 or hear with their ears
 or understand with their minds,

 and change their hearts and lives that I may heal them.g

1 6“Happy are your eyes because they see. Happy are your ears because 
they hear. 1 7I assure you that many prophets and righteous people 
wanted to see what you see and hear what you hear, but they didn’t.

Explanation of the parable of the farmer
1 8“Consider then the parable of the farmer. 1 9Whenever people hear the 

word about the kingdom and don’t understand it, the evil one comes and 
carries off  what was planted in their hearts. Th is is the seed that was sown 
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on the path. 2 0As for the seed that was spread on rocky ground, this refers 
to people who hear the word and immediately receive it joyfully. 2 1Because 
they have no roots, they last for only a little while. When they experience 
distress or abuse because of the word, they immediately fall away. 2 2As 
for the seed that was spread among thorny plants, this refers to those 
who hear the word, but the worries of this life and the false appeal of 
wealth choke the word, and it bears no fruit. 2 3As for what was planted 
on good soil, this refers to those who hear and understand, and bear fruit 
and produce—in one case a yield of a hundred to one, in another case a 
yield of sixty to one, and in another case a yield of thirty to one.”

Parable of the weeds
2 4Jesus told them another parable: “Th e kingdom of heaven is like some-

one who planted good seed in his fi eld. 2 5While people were sleeping, an 
enemy came and planted weeds among the wheat and went away. 2 6When 
the stalks sprouted and bore grain, then the weeds also appeared.

2 7“Th e servants of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Master, didn’t 
you plant good seed in your fi eld? Th en how is it that it has weeds?’

2 8“ ‘An enemy has done this,’ he answered.
“Th e servants said to him, ‘Do you want us to go and gather them?’
2 9“But the landowner said, ‘No, because if you gather the weeds, 

you’ll pull up the wheat along with them. 3 0Let both grow side by side 
until the harvest. And at harvesttime I’ll say to the harvesters, “First 
gather the weeds and tie them together in bundles to be burned. But 
bring the wheat into my barn.” ’ ”

Parable of the mustard seed
3 1He told another parable to them: “Th e kingdom of heaven is like a mus-

tard seed that someone took and planted in his fi eld. 3 2It’s the smallest of 
all seeds. But when it’s grown, it’s the largest of all vegetable plants. It be-
comes a tree so that the birds in the sky come and nest in its branches.”

Parable of the yeast
3 3He told them another parable: “Th e kingdom of heaven is like 

yeast, which a woman took and hid in a bushel of wheat fl our until the 
yeast had worked its way through all the dough.”

Purpose of parables to the crowds
3 4Jesus said all these things to the crowds in parables, and he spoke 

to them only in parables. 3 5Th is was to fulfi ll what the prophet spoke:
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 I’ll speak in parables;
 I’ll declare what has been hidden since the beginning of the world.h

Explanation of the parable of the weeds
3 6Jesus left the crowds and went into the house. His disciples 

came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the 
fi eld.”

3 7Jesus replied, “Th e one who plants the good seed is the Human 
One.i 3 8Th e fi eld is the world. And the good seeds are the followers of 
the kingdom. But the weeds are the followers of the evil one. 3 9Th e 
enemy who planted them is the devil. Th e harvest is the end of the 
present age. Th e harvesters are the angels. 4 0Just as people gather 
weeds and burn them in the fi re, so it will be at the end of the pres-
ent age. 4 1Th e Human Onej will send his angels, and they will gather 
out of his kingdom all things that cause people to fall away and all 
people who sin. 4 2He will throw them into a burning furnace. People 
there will be weeping and grinding their teeth. 4 3Th en the righteous 
will shine like the sun in their Father’s kingdom. Th ose who have ears 
should hear.”

Parable of the treasure
4 4“Th e kingdom of heaven is like a treasure that somebody hid in a 

fi eld, which someone else found and covered up. Full of joy, the fi nder 
sold everything and bought that fi eld.

Parable of the merchant
4 5“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fi ne 

pearls. 4 6When he found one very precious pearl, he went and sold all 
that he owned and bought it.

Parable of the net
4 7“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that people threw into 

the lake and gathered all kinds of fi sh. 4 8When it was full, they pulled it 
to the shore, where they sat down and put the good fi sh together into 
containers. But the bad fi sh they threw away. 4 9Th at’s the way it will be 
at the end of the present age. Th e angels will go out and separate the 
evil people from the righteous people, 5 0and will throw the evil ones 
into a burning furnace. People there will be weeping and grinding their 
teeth.
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Treasures new and old
5 1“Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked.
Th ey said to him, “Yes.”
5 2Th en he said to them, “Th erefore, every legal expert who has been 

trained as a disciple for the kingdom of heaven is like the head of a 
household who brings old and new things out of their treasure chest.”

Jesus in his hometown
5 3When Jesus fi nished these parables, he departed. 5 4When he came 

to his hometown, he taught the people in their synagogue. Th ey 
were surprised and said, “Where did he get this wisdom? Where did 
he get the power to work miracles? 5 5Isn’t he the carpenter’s son? 
Isn’t his mother named Mary? Aren’t James, Joseph, Simon, and 
Judas his brothers? 5 6And his sisters, aren’t they here with us? Where 
did this man get all this?” 5 7Th ey were repulsed by him and fell 
into sin.

But Jesus said to them, “Prophets are honored everywhere except in 
their own hometowns and in their own households.” 5 8He was unable 
to do many miracles there because of their disbelief.

Death of John the Baptist

14At that time Herod the rulerk heard the news about Jesus. 2He 
said to his servants, “Th is is John the Baptist. He’s been raised 

from the dead. Th is is why these miraculous powers are at work through 
him.” 3Herod had arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison be-
cause of Herodias, the wife of Herod’s brother Philip.

4Th at’s because John told Herod, “It’s against the law for you to 
marry her.”

5Although Herod wanted to kill him, he feared the crowd because 
they thought John was a prophet. 6But at Herod’s birthday party 
Herodias’ daughter danced in front of the guests and thrilled Herod. 
7Th en he swore to give her anything she asked.

8At her mother’s urging, the girl said, “Give me the head of John 
the Baptist here on a plate.” 9Although the king was upset, because of 
his oath and his guests he commanded that they give it to her. 1 0Th en 
he had John beheaded in prison. 1 1Th ey brought his head on a plate 
and gave it to the young woman, and she brought it to her mother. 
1 2But John’s disciples came and took his body and buried it. Th en they 
went and told Jesus what had happened.
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Feeding the fi ve thousand
1 3When Jesus heard about John, he withdrew in a boat to a deserted 

place by himself. When the crowds learned this, they followed him on 
foot from the cities. 1 4When Jesus arrived and saw a large crowd, he 
had compassion for them and healed those who were sick. 1 5Th at eve-
ning his disciples came and said to him, “Th is is an isolated place and 
it’s getting late. Send the crowds away so they can go into the villages 
and buy food for themselves.”

1 6But Jesus said to them, “Th ere’s no need to send them away. You 
give them something to eat.”

1 7Th ey replied, “We have nothing here except fi ve loaves of bread and 
two fi sh.”

1 8He said, “Bring them here to me.” 1 9He ordered the crowds to sit 
down on the grass. He took the fi ve loaves of bread and the two fi sh, 
looked up to heaven, blessed them and broke the loaves apart and 
gave them to his disciples. Th en the disciples gave them to the crowds. 
2 0Everyone ate until they were full, and they fi lled twelve baskets with 
the leftovers. 2 1About fi ve thousand men plus women and children had 
eaten.

Walking on the water
2 2Right then, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead 

to the other side of the lake while he dismissed the crowds. 2 3When he 
sent them away, he went up onto a mountain by himself to pray. Eve-
ning came and he was alone. 2 4Meanwhile, the boat, fi ghting a strong 
headwind, was being battered by the waves and was already far away 
from land. 2 5Very early in the morning he came to his disciples, walk-
ing on the lake. 2 6When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they 
were terrifi ed and said, “It’s a ghost!” Th ey were so frightened they 
screamed.

2 7Just then Jesus spoke to them, “Be encouraged! It’s me. Don’t be 
afraid.”

2 8Peter replied, “Lord, if it’s you, order me to come to you on the water.”
2 9And Jesus said, “Come.”
Th en Peter got out of the boat and was walking on the water toward 

Jesus. 3 0But when Peter saw the strong wind, he became frightened. 
As he began to sink, he shouted, “Lord, rescue me!”

3 1Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him, saying, “You man 
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of weak faith! Why did you begin to have doubts?” 3 2When they got 
into the boat, the wind settled down.

3 3Th en those in the boat worshipped Jesus and said, “You must be 
God’s Son!”

Healing the sick
3 4When they had crossed the lake, they landed at Gennesaret. 

3 5When the people who lived in that place recognized him, they sent 
word throughout that whole region, and they brought to him every-
one who was sick. 3 6Th en they begged him that they might just touch 
the edge of his clothes. Everyone who touched him was cured.

Rules from the elders

15Th en Pharisees and legal experts came to Jesus from Jerusa-
lem and said, 2“Why are your disciples breaking the elders’ rules 

handed down to us? Th ey don’t ritually purify their hands by washing 
before they eat.”

3Jesus replied, “Why do you break the command of God by keeping 
the rules handed down to you? 4For God said, Honor your father and 
your mother,l and Th e person who speaks against father or mother will cer-
tainly be put to death.m 5But you say, ‘If you tell your father or mother, 
“Everything I’m expected to contribute to you I’m giving to God as a 
gift,” then you don’t have to honor your father.’ 6So you do away with 
God’s Law for the sake of the rules that have been handed down to 
you. 7Hypocrites! Isaiah really knew what he was talking about when 
he prophesied about you, 8Th is people honors me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far away from me. 9Th eir worship of me is empty since they teach 
instructions that are human rules.” n

1 0Jesus called the crowd near and said to them, “Listen and under-
stand. 1 1It’s not what goes into the mouth that contaminates a person 
in God’s sight. It’s what comes out of the mouth that contaminates 
the person.”

1 2Th en the disciples came and said to him, “Do you know that the 
Pharisees were off ended by what you just said?”

1 3Jesus replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father didn’t plant 
will be pulled up. 1 4Leave the Pharisees alone. Th ey are blind people 
who are guides to blind people. But if a blind person leads another 
blind person, they will both fall into a ditch.”

1 5Th en Peter spoke up, “Explain this riddle to us.”
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1 6Jesus said, “Don’t you understand yet? 1 7Don’t you know that 
everything that goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes 
out into the sewer? 1 8But what goes out of the mouth comes from the 
heart. And that’s what contaminates a person in God’s sight. 1 9Out of 
the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adultery, sexual sins, thefts, 
false testimonies, and insults. 2 0Th ese contaminate a person in God’s 
sight. But eating without washing hands doesn’t contaminate in God’s 
sight.”

Canaanite woman
2 1From there, Jesus went to the regions of Tyre and Sidon. 2 2A Ca-

naanite woman from those territories came out and shouted, “Show 
me mercy, Son of David. My daughter is suff ering terribly from demon 
possession.” 2 3But he didn’t respond to her at all.

His disciples came and urged him, “Send her away; she keeps shout-
ing out after us.”

2 4Jesus replied, “I’ve been sent only to the lost sheep, the people of 
Israel.”

2 5But she knelt before him and said, “Lord, help me.”
2 6He replied, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and toss it to 

dogs.”
2 7She said, “Yes, Lord. But even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall off  

their masters’ table.”
2 8Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith. It will be just as 

you wish.” And right then her daughter was healed.

Healing of many people
2 9Jesus moved on from there along the shore of the Sea of Galilee. 

He went up a mountain and sat down. 3 0Large crowds came to him, in-
cluding those who were paralyzed, blind, injured, and unable to speak, 
and many others. Th ey laid them at his feet, and he healed them. 3 1So 
the crowd was amazed when they saw those who had been unable to 
speak talking, and the paralyzed cured, and the injured walking, and 
the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel.

Feeding the four thousand
3 2Now Jesus called his disciples and said, “I feel sorry for the crowd 

because they have been with me for three days and have nothing to 
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eat. I don’t want to send them away hungry for fear they won’t have 
enough strength to travel.”

3 3His disciples replied, “Where are we going to get enough food in 
this wilderness to satisfy such a big crowd?”

3 4Jesus said, “How much bread do you have?”
Th ey responded, “Seven loaves and a few fi sh.” 
3 5He told the crowd to sit on the ground. 3 6He took the seven loaves of 

bread and the fi sh. After he gave thanks, he broke them into pieces and 
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 
3 7Everyone ate until they were full. Th e disciples collected seven baskets 
full of leftovers. 3 8Four thousand men ate, plus women and children. 
3 9After dismissing the crowds, Jesus got into the boat and came to the 
region of Magadan.

Demand for a sign

16Th e Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus. In order to test him 
they asked him to show them a sign from heaven.

2But he replied, “At evening you say, ‘It will be nice weather because 
the sky is bright red.’ 3And in the morning you say, ‘Th ere will be bad 
weather today because the sky is cloudy.’ You know how to make sense 
of the sky’s appearance. But you are unable to recognize the signs that 
point to what the time is. 4An evil and unfaithful generation searches 
for a sign. But it won’t receive any sign except Jonah’s sign.” Th en he 
left them and went away.

Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees
5When the disciples arrived on the other side of the lake, they had 

forgotten to bring bread. 6Jesus said to them, “Watch out and be on 
your guard for the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”

7Th ey discussed this among themselves and said, “We didn’t bring any 
bread.”

8Jesus knew what they were discussing and said, “You people of 
weak faith! Why are you discussing among yourselves the fact that you 
don’t have any bread? 9Don’t you understand yet? Don’t you remem-
ber the fi ve loaves that fed the fi ve thousand and how many baskets of 
leftovers you gathered? 1 0And the seven loaves that fed the four thou-
sand and how many large baskets of leftovers you gathered? 1 1Don’t 
you know that I wasn’t talking about bread? But be on your guard for 
the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 1 2Th en they understood 
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that he wasn’t telling them to be on their guard for yeast used in mak-
ing bread. No, he was telling them to watch out for the teaching of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.

Peter’s declaration about Jesus
1 3Now when Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 

his disciples, “Who do people say the Human Oneo is?”
1 4Th ey replied, “Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, and still 

others Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.”
1 5He said, “And what about you? Who do you say that I am?”
1 6Simon Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
1 7Th en Jesus replied, “Happy are you, Simon son of Jonah, because 

no human has shown this to you. Rather my Father who is in heaven 
has shown you. 1 8I tell you that you are Peter.p And I’ll build my church 
on this rock. Th e gates of the underworld won’t be able to stand against 
it. 1 9I’ll give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Anything you fas-
ten on earth will be fastened in heaven. Anything you loosen on earth 
will be loosened in heaven.” 2 0Th en he ordered the disciples not to tell 
anybody that he was the Christ.

First prediction of Jesus’ death and resurrection
2 1From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go 

to Jerusalem and suff er many things from the elders, chief priests, and 
legal experts, and that he had to be killed and raised on the third day. 
2 2Th en Peter took hold of Jesus and, scolding him, began to correct him: 
“God forbid, Lord! Th is won’t happen to you.” 2 3But he turned to Peter 
and said, “Get behind me, Satan. You are a stone that could make me 
stumble, for you are not thinking God’s thoughts but human thoughts.”

Saving and losing life
2 4Th en Jesus said to his disciples, “All who want to come after me 

must say no to themselves, take up their cross, and follow me. 2 5All 
who want to save their lives will lose them. But all who lose their lives 
because of me will fi nd them. 2 6Why would people gain the whole world 
but lose their lives? What will people give in exchange for their lives? 
2 7For the Human Oneq is about to come with the majesty of his Father 
with his angels. And then he will repay each one for what that person 
has done. 2 8I assure you that some standing here won’t die before they 
see the Human Oner coming in his kingdom.”
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Jesus’ transformation

17Six days later Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, and 
brought them to the top of a very high mountain. 2He was trans-

formed in front of them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became as white as light.

3Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Jesus. 4Peter 
reacted to all of this by saying to Jesus, “Lord, it’s good that we’re here. 
If you want, I’ll make three shrines: one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.”

5While he was still speaking, look, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them. A voice from the cloud said, “Th is is my Son whom I dearly love. 
I am very pleased with him. Listen to him!” 6Hearing this, the disciples 
fell on their faces, fi lled with awe.

7But Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be 
afraid.” 8When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.

9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, 
“Don’t tell anybody about the vision until the Human Ones is raised 
from the dead.”

1 0Th e disciples asked, “Th en why do the legal experts say that Elijah 
must fi rst come?”

1 1Jesus responded, “Elijah does come fi rst and will restore all things. 
1 2In fact, I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they didn’t know 
him. But they did to him whatever they wanted. In the same way the 
Human Onet is also going to suff er at their hands.” 1 3Th en the disciples 
realized he was telling them about John the Baptist.

Healing of a boy who was demon-possessed 
1 4When they came to the crowd, a man met Jesus. He knelt before 

him, 1 5saying, “Lord, show mercy to my son. He is epileptic and suff ers 
terribly, for he often falls into the fi re or the water. 1 6I brought him to 
your disciples, but they couldn’t heal him.”

1 7Jesus answered, “You faithless and crooked generation, how long 
will I be with you? How long will I put up with you? Bring the boy here 
to me.” 1 8Th en Jesus spoke harshly to the demon. And it came out of 
the child, who was healed from that time on.

1 9Th en the disciples came to Jesus in private and said, “Why couldn’t 
we throw the demon out?”

2 0“Because you have little faith,” he said. “I assure you that if you 
have faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mountain, 



34  Matthew 17:22

u17:21 is omitted in most critical editions of the Gk New Testament Th is kind doesn’t come out except 
through prayer and fasting.   vOr Son of Man

‘Go from here to there,’ and it will go. Th ere will be nothing that you 
can’t do.”u

Second prediction of Jesus’ death and resurrection
2 2When the disciples came together in Galilee, Jesus said to them, 

“Th e Human Onev is about to be delivered over into human hands. 
2 3Th ey will kill him. But he will be raised on the third day.” And they 
were heartbroken.

Paying the temple tax
2 4When they came to Capernaum, the people who collected the half-

shekel temple tax came to Peter and said, “Doesn’t your teacher pay 
the temple tax?”

2 5“Yes,” he said.
But when they came into the house, Jesus spoke to Peter fi rst. “What 

do you think, Simon? From whom do earthly kings collect taxes, from 
their children or from strangers?”

2 6“From strangers,” he said.
Jesus said to him, “Th en the children don’t have to pay. 2 7But just so 

we don’t off end them, go to the lake, throw out a fi shing line and hook, 
and take the fi rst fi sh you catch. When you open its mouth, you will 
fi nd a shekel coin. Take it and pay the tax for both of us.”

Greatest in the kingdom

18At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”

2Th en he called a little child over to sit among the disciples, 3and 
said, “I assure you that if you don’t turn your lives around and be-
come like this little child, you will defi nitely not enter the kingdom of 
heaven. 4Th ose who humble themselves like this little child will be the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5Whoever welcomes one such child 
in my name welcomes me.

Falling into sin
6“As for whoever causes these little ones who believe in me to trip 

and fall into sin, it would be better for them to have a huge stone hung 
around their necks and be drowned in the bottom of the lake. 7How 
terrible it is for the world because of the things that cause people to 
trip and fall into sin! Such things have to happen, but how terrible it 
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is for the person who causes those things to happen! 8If your hand or 
your foot causes you to fall into sin, chop it off  and throw it away. It’s 
better to enter into life crippled or lame than to be thrown into the 
eternal fi re with two hands or two feet. 9If your eye causes you to fall 
into sin, tear it out and throw it away. It’s better to enter into life with 
one eye than to be cast into a burning hell with two eyes.

Parable of the lost sheep
1 0“Be careful that you don’t look down upon one of these little ones. 

For I say to you that their angels in heaven are always looking into the 
face of my Father who is in heaven.w 1 2What do you think? If someone 
had a hundred sheep and one of them wandered off , wouldn’t he leave 
the ninety-nine on the hillsides and go in search for the one that wan-
dered off ? 1 3If he fi nds it, I assure you that he is happier about having 
that one sheep than about the ninety-nine who didn’t wander off . 1 4In 
the same way, my Father who is in heaven doesn’t want to lose one of 
these little ones.

Sinning brother or sister
1 5“If your brother or sister sins against you, go and correct them 

when you are alone together. If they listen to you, then you’ve won 
over your brother or sister. 1 6But if they won’t listen, take with you 
one or two others so that every word may be established by the mouth 
of two or three witnesses.x 1 7But if they still won’t pay attention, report 
it to the church. If they won’t pay attention even to the church, treat 
them as you would a Gentile and tax collector. 1 8I assure you that what-
ever you fasten on earth will be fastened in heaven. And whatever you 
loosen on earth will be loosened in heaven. 1 9Again I assure you that if 
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, then my Father who 
is in heaven will do it for you. 2 0For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I’m there with them.”

Parable of the unforgiving servant
2 1Th en Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, how many times should I forgive 

my brother or sister who sins against me? Should I forgive as many as 
seven times?”

2 2Jesus said, “Not just seven times, but rather as many as seventy-
seven times.y 2 3Th erefore the kingdom of heaven is like a king who 
wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 2 4When he began to set-
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tle accounts, they brought to him a servant who owed him ten thou-
sand bags of gold.z 2 5Because the servant didn’t have enough to pay it 
back, the master ordered that he should be sold, along with his wife 
and children and everything he had, and that the proceeds should be 
used as payment. 2 6But the servant fell down, kneeled before him, 
and said, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I’ll pay you back.’ 2 7Th e 
master had compassion on that servant, released him, and forgave 
the loan.

2 8“When that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants 
who owed him a hundred coins.a He grabbed him around the throat 
and said, ‘Pay me back what you owe me.’

2 9“Th en his fellow servant fell down and begged him, ‘Be patient 
with me, and I’ll pay you back.’ 3 0But he refused. Instead, he threw him 
into prison until he paid back his debt.

3 1“When his fellow servants saw what happened, they were deeply 
off ended. Th ey came and told their master all that happened. 3 2His 
master called the fi rst servant and said, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave 
you all that debt because you appealed to me. 3 3Shouldn’t you also 
have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ 3 4His 
master was furious and handed him over to the guard responsible for 
punishing prisoners, until he had paid the whole debt.

3 5“My heavenly Father will also do the same to you if you don’t for-
give your brother or sister from your heart.”

Teaching about divorce

19When Jesus fi nished saying these things, he left Galilee and 
came to the area of Judea on the east side of the Jordan. 2Large 

crowds followed him, and he healed them. 3Some Pharisees came to 
him. In order to test him, they said, “Does the Law allow a man to di-
vorce his wife for just any reason?”

4Jesus answered, “Haven’t you read that at the beginning the creator 
made them male and female?b 5And God said, ‘Because of this a man should 
leave his father and mother and be joined together with his wife, and the two 
will be one fl esh.’c 6So they are no longer two but one fl esh. Th erefore 
humans shouldn’t pull apart what God has put together.”

7Th e Pharisees said to him, “Th en why did Moses command us to 
give a divorce certifi cate and divorce her?”d

8Jesus replied, “Moses allowed you to divorce your wives because 
your hearts are unyielding. But it wasn’t that way from the beginning. 
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9I say to you that whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual unfaith-
fulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.”

1 0His disciples said to him, “If that’s the way things are between a 
man and his wife, then it’s better not to marry.”

1 1He replied, “Not everybody can accept this teaching, but only those 
who have received the ability to accept it. 1 2For there are eunuchs who 
have been eunuchs from birth. And there are eunuchs who have been 
made eunuchs by other people. And there are eunuchs who have made 
themselves eunuchs because of the kingdom of heaven. Th ose who can 
accept it should accept it.”

Jesus blesses children
1 3Some people brought children to Jesus so that he would place 

his hands on them and pray. But the disciples scolded them. 1 4“Allow 
the children to come to me,” Jesus said. “Don’t forbid them, because 
the kingdom of heaven belongs to people like these children.” 1 5Th en 
he blessed the children and went away from there.

A rich man’s question
1 6A man approached him and said, “Teacher, what good thing must 

I do to have eternal life?”
1 7Jesus said, “Why do you ask me about what is good? Th ere’s only 

one who is good. If you want to enter eternal life, keep the command-
ments.”

1 8Th e man said, “Which ones?”
Th en Jesus said, “You shouldn’t commit murder. You shouldn’t commit 

adultery. You shouldn’t steal. You shouldn’t give false testimony. 1 9Honor 
your father and mother,e and love your neighbor as you love yourself.”f

2 0Th e young man replied, “I’ve kept all these. What am I still miss-
ing?”

2 1Jesus said, “If you want to be complete, go, sell what you own, and 
give the money to the poor. Th en you will have treasure in heaven. And 
come follow me.”

2 2But when the young man heard this, he went away saddened, be-
cause he had many possessions.

Teaching about giving up things
2 3Th en Jesus said to his disciples, “I assure you that it will be very 

hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. 2 4In fact, it’s 
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easier for a camel to squeeze through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
person to enter God’s kingdom.”

2 5When his disciples heard this, they were stunned. “Th en who can 
be saved?” they asked.

2 6Jesus looked at them carefully and said, “It’s impossible for human 
beings. But all things are possible for God.”

2 7Th en Peter replied, “Look, we’ve left everything and followed you. 
What will we have?”

2 8Jesus said to them, “I assure you who have followed me that, when 
everything is made new, when the Human Oneg sits on his magnifi -
cent throne, you also will sit on twelve thrones overseeing the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 2 9And all who have left houses, brothers, sisters, fa-
ther, mother, children, or farms because of my name will receive one 
hundred times more and will inherit eternal life. 3 0But many who are 
fi rst will be last. And many who are last will be fi rst.

Workers in the vineyard

20 “Th e kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out 
early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard. 2After he 

agreed with the workers to pay them a denarion,h he sent them into 
his vineyard.

3“Th en he went out around nine in the morning and saw others stand-
ing around the marketplace doing nothing. 4He said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard, and I’ll pay you whatever is right.’ 5And they went.

“Again around noon and then at three in the afternoon, he did the 
same thing. 6Around fi ve in the afternoon he went and found oth-
ers standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you just standing 
around here doing nothing all day long?’

7“ ‘Because nobody has hired us,’ they replied.
“He responded, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’
8“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his man-

ager, ‘Call the workers and give them their wages, beginning with the 
last ones hired and moving on fi nally to the fi rst.’ 9When those who 
were hired at fi ve in the afternoon came, each one received a denarion. 
1 0Now when those hired fi rst came, they thought they would receive 
more. But each of them also received a denarion. 1 1When they received 
it, they grumbled against the landowner, 1 2‘Th ese who were hired 
last worked one hour, and they received the same pay as we did even 
though we had to work the whole day in the hot sun.’
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1 3“But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I did you no wrong. Didn’t I 
agree to pay you a denarion? 1 4Take what belongs to you and go. I want 
to give to this one who was hired last the same as I give to you. 1 5Don’t 
I have the right to do what I want with what belongs to me? Or are you 
resentful because I’m generous?’ 1 6So those who are last will be fi rst. 
And those who are fi rst will be last.”

Jesus predicts his death and resurrection
1 7As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the Twelve aside by 

themselves on the road. He told them, 1 8“Look, we are going up to Je-
rusalem. Th e Human Onei will be handed over to the chief priests and 
legal experts. Th ey will condemn him to death. 1 9Th ey will hand him 
over to the Gentiles to be ridiculed, tortured, and crucifi ed. But he will 
be raised on the third day.”

Request from James and John’s mother
2 0Th en the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus along with her 

sons. Bowing before him, she asked a favor of him.
2 1“What do you want?” he asked.
She responded, “Say that these two sons of mine will sit, one on 

your right hand and one on your left, in your kingdom.”
2 2Jesus replied, “You don’t know what you’re asking! Can you drink 

from the cup that I’m about to drink from?”
Th ey said to him, “We can.”
2 3He said to them, “You will drink from my cup, but to sit at my right 

or left hand isn’t mine to give. It belongs to those for whom my Father 
prepared it.”

2 4Now when the other ten disciples heard about this, they became 
angry with the two brothers. 2 5But Jesus called them over and said, 
“You know that those who rule the Gentiles show off  their authority 
over them and their high-ranking offi  cials order them around. 2 6But 
that’s not the way it will be with you. Whoever wants to be great among 
you will be your servant. 2 7Whoever wants to be fi rst among you will 
be your slave—2 8just as the Human Onej didn’t come to be served but 
rather to serve and to give his life to liberate many people.”

Healing of two blind men
2 9As Jesus and his disciples were going out of Jerusalem a large 

crowd followed him. 3 0When two blind men sitting along the road 
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heard that Jesus was passing by, they shouted, “Show us mercy, Lord, 
son of David!”

3 1Now the crowd scolded them and told them to be quiet. But they 
shouted even louder, “Show us mercy, Lord, Son of David!”

3 2Jesus stopped in his tracks and called to them. “What do you want 
me to do for you?” he asked.

3 3“Lord, we want to see,” they replied.
3 4Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immedi-

ately they were able to see, and they followed him.

Entry into Jerusalem

21When they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on 
the Mount of Olives, Jesus gave two disciples a task. 2He said 

to them, “Go into the village over there. As soon as you enter, you will 
fi nd a donkey tied up and a colt with it. Untie them and bring them 
to me. 3If anybody says anything to you, say that the Lord needs it.” 
He sent them off  right away. 4Now this happened to fulfi ll what the 
prophet said, 5Say to Daughter Zion, “Look, your king is coming to you, 
humble and riding on a donkey, and on a colt the donkey’s off spring.” k 6Th e 
disciples went and did just as Jesus had ordered them. 7Th ey brought 
the donkey and the colt and laid their clothes on them. Th en he sat 
on them.

8Now a large crowd spread their clothes on the road. Others cut palm 
branches off  the trees and spread them on the road. 9Th e crowds in 
front of him and behind him shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! l Hosanna in the 
highest!” 1 0And when Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 
stirred up. “Who is this?” they asked. 1 1Th e crowds answered, “It’s the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

Cleansing the temple
1 2Th en Jesus went into the temple and threw out all those who were 

selling and buying there. He pushed over the tables used for currency 
exchange and the chairs of those who sold doves. 1 3He said to them, 
“It’s written, My house will be called a house of prayer.m But you’ve made 
it a hideout for crooks.”

1 4People who were blind and lame came to Jesus in the temple, and 
he healed them. 1 5But when the chief priests and legal experts saw the 
amazing things he was doing and the children shouting in the temple, 
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“Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were angry. 1 6Th ey said to Jesus, 
“Do you hear what these children are saying?”

“Yes,” he answered. “Haven’t you ever read, From the mouths of babies 
and infants you’ve arranged praise for yourself?”n 1 7Th en he left them and 
went out of the city to Bethany and spent the night there.

Cursing the fi g tree
1 8Early in the morning as Jesus was returning to the city, he was 

hungry. 1 9He saw a fi g tree along the road, but when he came to it, he 
found nothing except leaves. Th en he said to it, “You’ll never again 
bear fruit!” Th e fi g tree dried up at once.

2 0When the disciples saw it, they were amazed. “How did the fi g tree 
dry up so fast?” they asked.

2 1Jesus responded, “I assure you that if you have faith and don’t 
doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fi g tree. You will even 
say to this mountain, ‘Be lifted up and thrown into the lake.’ And it will 
happen. 2 2If you have faith, you will receive whatever you pray for.”

Jesus’ authority questioned
2 3When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and elders of the 

people came to him as he was teaching. Th ey asked, “What kind of 
authority do you have for doing these things? Who gave you this au-
thority?”

2 4Jesus replied, “I have a question for you. If you tell me the answer, 
I’ll tell you what kind of authority I have to do these things. 2 5Where 
did John get his authority to baptize? Did he get it from heaven or 
from humans?”

Th ey argued among themselves, “If we say ‘from heaven,’ he’ll say 
to us, ‘Th en why didn’t you believe him?’ 2 6But we can’t say ‘from hu-
mans’ because we’re afraid of the crowd, since everyone thinks John 
was a prophet.” 2 7Th en they replied, “We don’t know.”

Jesus also said to them, “Neither will I tell you what kind of author-
ity I have to do these things.

Parable of two sons
2 8“What do you think? A man had two sons. Now he came to the fi rst 

and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’
2 9“ ‘No, I don’t want to,’ he replied. But later he changed his mind 

and went.
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3 0“Th e father said the same thing to the other son, who replied, ‘Yes, 
sir.’ But he didn’t go.

3 1“Which one of these two did his father’s will?”
Th ey said, “Th e fi rst one.”
Jesus said to them, “I assure you that tax collectors and prostitutes 

are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. 3 2For John came to you 
on the righteous road, and you didn’t believe him. But tax collectors 
and prostitutes believed him. Yet even after you saw this, you didn’t 
change your hearts and lives and you didn’t believe him.

Parable of the tenant farmers
3 3“Listen to another parable. Th ere was a landowner who planted 

a vineyard. He put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built 
a tower. Th en he rented it to tenant farmers and took a trip. 3 4When 
it was time for harvest, he sent his servants to the tenant farmers to 
collect his fruit. 3 5But the tenant farmers grabbed his servants. Th ey 
beat some of them, and some of them they killed. Some of them they 
stoned to death.

3 6“Again he sent other servants, more than the fi rst group. Th ey treated 
them in the same way. 3 7Finally he sent his son to them. ‘Th ey will re-
spect my son,’ he said.

3 8“But when the tenant farmers saw the son, they said to each 
other, ‘Th is is the heir. Come on, let’s kill him and we’ll have his in-
heritance.’ 3 9Th ey grabbed him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 
killed him.

4 0“When the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 
tenant farmers?”

4 1Th ey said, “He will totally destroy those wicked farmers and rent 
the vineyard to other tenant farmers who will give him the fruit when 
it’s ready.”

4 2Jesus said to them, “Haven’t you ever read in the scriptures, Th e 
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. Th e Lord has 
done this, and it’s amazing in our eyes?o 4 3Th erefore, I tell you that God’s 
kingdom will be taken away from you and will be given to a people who 
produce its fruit. 4 4Whoever falls on this stone will be crushed. And 
the stone will crush the person it falls on.”

4 5Now when the chief priests and the Pharisees heard the parable, 
they knew Jesus was talking about them. 4 6Th ey were trying to arrest 
him, but they feared the crowds, who thought he was a prophet.
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Parable of the wedding party

22Jesus responded by speaking again in parables: 2“Th e kingdom 
of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding party for his 

son. 3He sent his servants to call those invited to the wedding party. 
But they didn’t want to come. 4Again he sent other servants and said 
to them, ‘Tell those who have been invited, “Look, the meal is all pre-
pared. I’ve butchered the oxen and the fattened cattle. Now every-
thing’s ready. Come to the wedding party!” ’ 5But they paid no attention 
and went away—some to their fi elds, others to their businesses. 6Th e 
rest of them grabbed his servants, abused them, and killed them.

7“Th e king was angry. He sent his soldiers to destroy those murder-
ers and set their city on fi re. 8Th en he said to his servants, ‘Th e wed-
ding party is prepared, but those who were invited weren’t worthy. 
9Th erefore, go to the roads on the edge of town and invite everyone 
you fi nd to the wedding party.’

1 0“Th en those servants went to the roads and gathered everyone 
they found, both evil and good. Th e wedding party was full of guests. 
1 1Now when the king came in and saw the guests, he spotted a man 
who wasn’t wearing wedding clothes. 1 2He said to him, ‘Friend, how 
did you get in here without wedding clothes?’ But he was speechless. 
1 3Th en the king said to his servants, ‘Tie his hands and feet and throw 
him out into the farthest darkness. People there will be weeping and 
grinding their teeth.’

1 4“Many people are invited, but few people are chosen.”

Question about taxes
1 5Th en the Pharisees met together to fi nd a way to trap Jesus in 

his words. 1 6Th ey sent their disciples, along with the supporters of 
Herod, to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are genuine 
and that you teach God’s way as it really is. We know that you are 
not swayed by people’s opinions, because you don’t show favoritism. 
1 7So tell us what you think: Does the Law allow people to pay taxes 
to Caesar or not?”

1 8Knowing their evil motives, Jesus replied, “Why do you test me, 
you hypocrites? 1 9Show me the coin used to pay the tax.” And they 
brought him a denarion. 2 0“Whose image and inscription is this?” he 
asked.

2 1“Caesar’s,” they replied.
Th en he said, “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God 
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what belongs to God.” 2 2When they heard this they were astonished, 
and they departed.

Question about resurrection
2 3Th at same day Sadducees, who deny that there is a resurrection, 

came to Jesus. 2 4Th ey asked, “Teacher, Moses said, If a man who doesn’t 
have children dies, his brother must marry his wife and produce children 
for his brother.p 2 5Now there were seven brothers among us. Th e fi rst 
one married, then died. Because he had no children he left his widow 
to his brother. 2 6Th e same thing happened with the second brother 
and the third, and in fact with all seven brothers. 2 7Finally, the woman 
died. 2 8At the resurrection, which of the seven brothers will be her 
husband? Th ey were all married to her.”

2 9Jesus responded, “You are wrong because you don’t know either 
the scriptures or God’s power. 3 0At the resurrection people won’t 
marry nor will they be given in marriage. Instead, they will be like 
angels from God. 3 1As for the resurrection of the dead, haven’t you 
read what God told you, 3 2I’m the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob?q He isn’t the God of the dead but of the liv-
ing.” 3 3Now when the crowd heard this, they were astonished at his 
teaching.

Great commandment
3 4When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had left the Sadducees 

speechless, they met together. 3 5One of them, a legal expert, tested 
him. 3 6“Teacher, what is the greatest commandment in the Law?”

3 7He replied, “You must love the Lord your God with your whole heart, 
with your whole being,r and with your whole mind. 3 8Th is is the fi rst and 
greatest commandment. 3 9And the second is like it: You must love your 
neighbor as you love yourself.s 4 0All the Law and the Prophets depend on 
these two commands.”

Question about David’s son
4 1Now as the Pharisees were gathering, Jesus asked them, “What do 

you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?”
4 2“David’s son,” they replied.
4 3He said, “Th en how is it that David, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 

called him Lord when he said, 4 4Th e Lord said to my lord, ‘Sit at my right 
side until I turn your enemies into your footstool?’ t 4 5If David calls him 
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Lord, how can he be David’s son?” 4 6Nobody was able to answer him. 
And from that day forward nobody dared to ask him anything.

Ways of the legal experts and the Pharisees

23Th en Jesus spoke to the crowds and his disciples, 2“Th e legal ex-
perts and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat. 3Th erefore, you must 

take care to do everything they say. But don’t do what they do. 4For they 
tie together heavy packs that are impossible to carry. Th ey put them on 
the shoulders of others, but are unwilling to lift a fi nger to move them. 
5Everything they do, they do to be noticed by others. Th ey make extra-
wide prayer bands for their arms and long tassels for their clothes. 6Th ey 
love to sit in places of honor at banquets. 7 Th ey love to be greeted with 
honor in the markets and to be addressed as ‘Rabbi.’

8“But you shouldn’t be called Rabbi, because you have one teacher, 
and all of you are brothers and sisters. 9Don’t call anybody on earth 
your father, because you have one Father, who is heavenly. 1 0Don’t be 
called teacher, because Christ is your one teacher. 1 1But the one who is 
greatest among you will be your servant. 1 2All who lift themselves up 
will be brought low. But all who make themselves low will be lifted up.

Condemnation of the legal experts and the Pharisees
1 3“How terrible it will be for you legal experts and Pharisees! Hypo-

crites! You shut people out of the kingdom of heaven. You don’t enter 
yourselves, and you won’t allow those who want to enter to do so.u

1 5“How terrible it will be for you, legal experts and Pharisees! Hypo-
crites! You travel over sea and land to make one convert. But when 
they’ve been converted, they become twice the child of hell you are.

1 6“How terrible it will be for you blind guides who say, ‘If people 
swear by the temple, it’s nothing. But if people swear by the gold in 
the temple, they are obligated to do what they swore.’ 1 7You foolish and 
blind people! Which is greater, the gold or the temple that makes the 
gold holy? 1 8You say, ‘If people swear by the altar, it’s nothing. But if 
they swear by the gift on the altar, they are obligated to do what they 
swore.’ 1 9You blind people! Which is greater, the gift or the altar that 
makes the gift holy? 2 0Th erefore, those who swear by the altar swear 
by it and by everything that’s on it. 2 1Th ose who swear by the temple 
swear by it and by everything that’s part of it. 2 2Th ose who swear by 
heaven swear by God’s throne and by the one who sits on it.

2 3“How terrible it will be for you legal experts and Pharisees! 
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Hypocrites! You give to God a tenth of mint, dill, and cumin, but you for-
get about the more important matters of the Law: justice, peace, and faith. 
You ought to tithe but without forgetting about those more important 
matters. 2 4You blind guides! You fi lter out an ant but swallow a camel.

2 5“How terrible it will be for you legal experts and Pharisees! Hypo-
crites! You clean the outside of the cup and plate, but inside they are 
full of violence and pleasure seeking. 2 6Blind Pharisee! First clean the 
inside of the cup so that the outside of the cup will be clean too.

2 7“How terrible it will be for you legal experts and Pharisees! Hypo-
crites! You are like whitewashed tombs. Th ey look beautiful on the out-
side. But inside they are full of dead bones and all kinds of fi lth. 2 8In 
the same way you look righteous to people. But inside you are full of 
pretense and rebellion.

2 9“How terrible it will be for you legal experts and Pharisees! Hypo-
crites! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the 
righteous. 3 0You say, ‘If we had lived in our ancestors’ days, we wouldn’t 
have joined them in killing the prophets.’ 3 1You testify against your-
selves that you are children of those who murdered the prophets. 3 2Go 
ahead, complete what your ancestors did. 3 3You snakes! You children 
of snakes! How will you be able to escape the judgment of hell? 3 4Th ere-
fore, look, I’m sending you prophets, wise people, and legal experts. 
Some of them you will kill and crucify. And some you will beat in your 
synagogues and chase from city to city. 3 5Th erefore, upon you will come 
all the righteous blood that has been poured out on the earth, from the 
blood of that righteous man Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of 
Barachiah, whom you killed between the temple and the altar. 3 6I as-
sure you that all these things will come upon this generation.

Crying over Jerusalem
3 7“Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You who kill the prophets and stone those 

who were sent to you. How often I wanted to gather your people to-
gether, just as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings. But you didn’t 
want that. 3 8Look, your house is left to you deserted. 3 9I tell you, you 
won’t see me until you say, Blessings on the one who comes in the Lord’s 
name.”v

The temple’s fate

24Now Jesus left the temple and was going away. His disciples 
came to point out to him the temple buildings. 2He responded, 
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“Do you see all these things? I assure that no stone will be left on an-
other. Everything will be demolished.”

Beginning of troubles
3Now while Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 

came to him privately and said, “Tell us, when will these things hap-
pen? What will be the sign of your coming and the end of the age?”

4Jesus replied, “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5Many will 
come in my name, saying, ‘I’m the Christ.’ Th ey will deceive many 
people. 6You will hear about wars and reports of wars. Don’t be alarmed. 
Th ese things must happen, but this isn’t the end yet. 7Nations and 
kingdoms will fi ght against each other, and there will be famines and 
earthquakes in all sorts of places. 8But all these things are just the 
beginning of the suff erings associated with the end. 9Th ey will arrest 
you, abuse you, and they will kill you. All nations will hate you on ac-
count of my name. 1 0At that time many will fall away. Th ey will betray 
each other and hate each other. 1 1Many false prophets will appear and 
deceive many people. 1 2Because disobedience will expand, the love of 
many will grow cold. 1 3But the one who endures to the end will be de-
livered. 1 4Th is gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout 
the world as a testimony to all the nations. Th en the end will come.

The great suffering
1 5“When you see the disgusting and destructive thing that Daniel 

talked about standing in the holy place (the reader should understand 
this), 1 6then those in Judea must escape to the mountains. 1 7Th ose 
on the roof shouldn’t come down to grab things from their houses. 
1 8Th ose in the fi eld shouldn’t come back to grab their clothes. 1 9How 
terrible it will be at that time for women who are pregnant and for 
women who are nursing their children. 2 0Pray that it doesn’t happen 
in winter or on the Sabbath day. 2 1Th ere will be great suff ering such as 
the world has never before seen and will never again see. 2 2If that time 
weren’t shortened, nobody would be rescued. But for the sake of the 
ones whom God chose that time will be cut short.

2 3“Th en if somebody says to you, ‘Look, here’s the Christ,’ or ‘He’s 
over here,’ don’t believe it. 2 4False christs and false prophets will 
appear, and they will off er great signs and wonders in order to deceive, 
if possible, even those whom God has chosen. 2 5Look, I’ve told you 
ahead of time. 2 6So if they say to you, ‘Look, he’s in the desert,’ don’t 
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go out. And if they say, ‘Look, he’s in the rooms deep inside the house,’ 
don’t believe it. 2 7Just as the lightning fl ashes from the east to the 
west, so it will be with the coming of the Human One.w 2 8Th e vultures 
gather wherever there’s a dead body.

Coming of the Human One
2 9“Now immediately after the suff ering of that time the sun will be-

come dark, and the moon won’t give its light. Th e stars will fall from 
the sky and the planets and other heavenly bodies will be shaken. 
3 0Th en the sign of the Human Onex will appear in the sky. At that 
time all the tribes of the earth will be full of sadness, and they will see 
the Human Oney coming in the heavenly cloudsz with power and great 
splendor. 3 1He will send his angels with the sound of a great trum-
pet, and they will gather his chosen ones from the four corners of the 
earth, from one end of the world to the other.

A lesson from the fi g tree
3 2“Learn this parable from the fi g tree. After its branch becomes ten-

der and it sprouts new leaves, you know that summer is near. 3 3In the 
same way, when you see all these things, you know that the Human Onea 

is near, at the door. 3 4I assure you that this generation won’t pass away 
until all these things happen. 3 5Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will certainly not pass away.

Day and hour
3 6“But nobody knows when that day or hour will come, not the heav-

enly angels and not the Son. Only the Father knows. 3 7As it was in the 
time of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Human One.b 3 8In those 
days before the fl ood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark. 3 9Th ey didn’t 
know what was happening until the fl ood came and swept them all away. 
Th e coming of the Human Onec will be like that. 4 0At that time there 
will be two men in the fi eld. One will be taken and the other left. 4 1Two 
women will be grinding at the mill. One will be taken and the other 
left. 4 2Th erefore, stay alert! You don’t know what day the Lord is com-
ing. 4 3But you understand that if the head of the house knew at what 
time the thief would come, he would keep alert and wouldn’t allow the 
thief to break into his house. 4 4Th erefore you also should be prepared, 
because the Human Oned will come at a time you don’t know.
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Faithful and unfaithful servants
4 5“Who then are the faithful and wise servants whom their master 

puts in charge of giving food at the right time to those who live in his 
house? 4 6Happy are those servants whom the master fi nds fulfi lling 
their responsibilities when he comes. 4 7I assure you that he will put 
them in charge of all his possessions. 4 8But suppose those bad ser-
vants should say to themselves, ‘My master won’t come until later.’ 
4 9And suppose they began to beat their fellow servants and to eat and 
drink with the drunks? 5 0Th e master of those servants will come on a 
day when they are not expecting him, at a time they couldn’t predict. 
5 1He will cut them in pieces and put them in a place with the play-actors 
and frauds. People there will be weeping and grinding their teeth.

Parable of the ten young bridesmaids

25 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten young 
bridesmaids who took their lamps and went out to meet the 

groom. 2Now fi ve of them were wise, and the other fi ve were foolish. 
3Th e foolish ones took their lamps but didn’t bring oil for them. 4But 
the wise ones took their lamps and also brought containers of oil.

5“When the groom was late in coming, they all became drowsy and 
went to sleep. 6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Look, the groom! Come 
out to meet him.’

7“Th en all those bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. 8But 
the foolish bridesmaids said to the wise ones, ‘Give us some of your oil, 
because our lamps have gone out.’

9“But the wise bridesmaids replied, ‘No, because if we share with 
you, there won’t be enough for our lamps and yours. We have a bet-
ter idea. You go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’ 
1 0But while they were gone to buy oil, the groom came. Th ose who were 
ready went with him into the wedding. Th en the door was shut.

1 1“Later the other bridesmaids came and said, ‘Lord, lord, open the 
door for us.’

1 2“But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’
1 3“Th erefore keep alert because you don’t know the day or the hour.

Parable of the valuable coins
1 4“Th e kingdom of heaven is like a man who was leaving on a trip. 

He called his servants and handed his possessions over to them. 1 5To 
one he gave fi ve valuable coins,e and to another he gave two, and to 
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another he gave one. He gave to each servant according to that ser-
vant’s ability. Th en he left on his journey.

1 6“After the man left, the servant who had fi ve valuable coins took 
them and went to work doing business with them. He gained fi ve 
more. 1 7In the same way, the one who had two valuable coins gained 
two more. 1 8But the servant who had received the one valuable coin 
dug a hole in the ground and buried his master’s money.

1 9“Now after a long time the master of those servants returned and 
settled accounts with them. 2 0Th e one who had received fi ve valuable 
coins came forward with fi ve additional coins. He said, ‘Master, you 
gave me fi ve valuable coins. Look, I’ve gained fi ve more.’

2 1“His master replied, ‘Excellent! You are a good and faithful servant! 
You’ve been faithful over a little. I’ll put you in charge of much. Come, 
celebrate with me.’

2 2“Th e second servant also came forward and said, ‘Master, you gave 
me two valuable coins. Look, I’ve gained two more.’

2 3“His master replied, ‘Well done! You are a good and faithful ser-
vant. You’ve been faithful over a little. I’ll put you in charge of much. 
Come, celebrate with me.’

2 4“Now the one who had received one valuable coin came and said, 
‘Master, I knew that you are a hard man. You harvest grain where you 
haven’t sown. You gather crops where you haven’t spread seed. 2 5So I 
was afraid. And I hid my valuable coin in the ground. Here, you have 
what’s yours.’

2 6“His master replied, ‘You evil and lazy servant! You knew that I 
harvest grain where I haven’t sown and that I gather crops where I 
haven’t spread seed? 2 7In that case, you should have turned my money 
over to the bankers so that when I returned, you could give me what 
belonged to me with interest. 2 8Th erefore take from him the valuable 
coin and give it to the one who has ten coins. 2 9For those who have 
much will receive more, and they will have more than they need. But 
as for those who don’t have much, even the little bit they have will be 
taken away from them. 3 0Now take the worthless servant and throw 
him outside into the darkness.’

“People there will be weeping and grinding their teeth.

Judgment of the nations
3 1“Now when the Human Onef comes in his majesty and all his angels 

are with him, he will sit on his majestic throne. 3 2All the nations will be 
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gathered in front of him. He will separate them from each other, just 
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 3 3He will put the 
sheep on his right side. But the goats he will put on his left.

3 4“Th en the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who will 
receive good things from my Father. Inherit the kingdom that was pre-
pared for you before the world began. 3 5I was hungry and you gave me 
food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me. 3 6I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was 
sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.’

3 7“Th en those who are righteous will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did 
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 
3 8When did we see you as a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 
give you clothes to wear? 3 9When did we see you sick or in prison and 
visit you?’

4 0“Th en the king will reply to them, ‘I assure you that when you have 
done it for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
have done it for me.’

4 1“Th en he will say to those on his left, ‘Get away from me, you who 
will receive terrible things. Go into the unending fi re that has been 
prepared for the devil and his angels. 4 2I was hungry and you didn’t 
give me food to eat. I was thirsty and you didn’t give me anything to 
drink. 4 3I was a stranger and you didn’t welcome me. I was naked and 
you didn’t give me clothes to wear. I was sick and in prison, and you 
didn’t visit me.’

4 4“Th en they will reply, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and didn’t do anything to 
help you?’ 4 5Th en he will answer, ‘I assure you that when you haven’t 
done it for one of the least of these, you haven’t done it for me.’ 4 6And 
they will go away into eternal punishment. But the righteous ones will 
go into eternal life.”

Plot to kill Jesus

26When Jesus fi nished speaking all these words, he said to his 
disciples, 2“You know that the Passover is two days from now. 

And the Human Oneg will be handed over to be crucifi ed.”
3Th en the chief priests and elders of the people gathered in the court-

yard of Caiaphas the high priest. 4Th ey were plotting to arrest Jesus by 
cunning tricks and to kill him. 5But they agreed that it shouldn’t hap-
pen during the feast so there wouldn’t be an uproar among the people.
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A woman pouring perfume on Jesus
6When Jesus was at Bethany visiting the house of Simon, who had a 

skin disease, 7a woman came to him with a vase made of alabaster con-
taining very expensive perfume. She poured it on Jesus’ head while he 
was sitting at dinner. 8Now when the disciples saw it they were angry 
and said, “Why this waste? 9Th is perfume could have been sold for a 
lot of money and given to the poor.”

1 0But Jesus knew what they were thinking. He said, “Why do you 
make trouble for the woman? She’s done a good thing for me. 1 1You 
always have the poor with you, but you won’t always have me. 1 2By 
pouring this perfume over my body she’s prepared me to be buried. 1 3I 
tell you the truth that wherever in the whole world this good news is 
announced, what she’s done will also be told in memory of her.”

Judas betrays Jesus
1 4Th en one of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the 

chief priests and said, 1 5“What will you give me if I turn Jesus over to 
you?” Th ey paid him thirty pieces of silver. 1 6From that time on he was 
looking for an opportunity to turn him in.

Passover with the disciples
1 7On the fi rst day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread the disciples 

came to Jesus and said, “Where do you want us to prepare for you to eat 
the Passover meal?”

1 8He replied, “Go into the city, to a certain man, and say, ‘Th e teacher 
says, “My time is near. I’m going to celebrate the Passover with my 
disciples at your house.” ’ ” 1 9Th e disciples did just as Jesus instructed 
them. Th ey prepared the Passover.

2 0Th at evening he took his place at the table with the twelve dis-
ciples. 2 1As they were eating he said, “I assure you that one of you will 
betray me.”

2 2Deeply saddened, each one said to him, “I’m not the one, am I, Lord?”
2 3He replied, “Th e one who will betray me is the one who dips his 

hand with me into this bowl. 2 4Th e Human Oneh goes to his death just 
as it is written about him. But how terrible it is for that person who 
betrays the Human One!i It would have been better for him if he had 
never been born.”

2 5Now Judas, who would betray him, replied, “It’s not me, is it, Rabbi?”
Jesus answered, “You said it.”
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Last supper
2 6While they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed it, broke it, and 

gave it to the disciples and said, “Take and eat. Th is is my body.” 2 7He 
took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from this, 
all of you. 2 8Th is is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many so that their sins may be forgiven. 2 9I tell you, I won’t drink wine 
again until that day when I drink it in a new way with you in my Fa-
ther’s kingdom.” 3 0Th en, after singing songs of praise, they went to the 
Mount of Olives.

Predictions about disciples leaving Jesus
3 1Th en Jesus said to his disciples, “Tonight you will all fall away be-

cause of me. For it is written, I will hit the shepherd, and the sheep of the 
fl ock will go off  in all directions.j 3 2But after I’m raised up, I’ll go before 
you to Galilee.”

3 3Peter replied, “If everyone else stumbles because of you, I’ll never 
stumble.”

3 4Jesus said to him, “I assure you that, before the rooster crows to-
night, you will deny me three times.”

3 5Peter said, “Even if I must die alongside you, I won’t deny you.” All 
the disciples said the same thing.

Jesus in prayer
3 6Th en Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane. 

He said to the disciples, “Stay here while I go and pray over there.” 
3 7When he took Peter and Zebedee’s two sons, he began to feel sad and 
anxious. 3 8Th en he said to them, “I’m very sad. It’s as if I’m dying. Stay 
here and keep alert with me.” 3 9Th en he went a short distance farther 
and fell on his face and prayed, “My Father, if it’s possible, take this 
cup of suff ering away from me. However—not what I want but what 
you want.”

4 0He came back to the disciples and found them sleeping. He said to 
Peter, “Couldn’t you stay alert one hour with me? 4 1Stay alert and pray 
so that you won’t give in to temptation. Th e spirit is eager, but the 
fl esh is weak.” 4 2A second time he went away and prayed, “My Father, 
if it’s not possible that this cup be taken away unless I drink it, then 
let it be what you want.”

4 3Again he came and found them sleeping. Th eir eyes were heavy 
with sleep. 4 4But he left them and again went and prayed the same 
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words for the third time. 4 5Th en he came to his disciples and said to 
them, “Will you sleep and rest all night? Look, the time has come for 
the Human Onek to be betrayed into the hands of sinners. 4 6Get up. 
Let’s go. Look, here comes my betrayer.”

Arrest
4 7While Jesus was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, came. 

With him was a large crowd carrying swords and clubs. Th ey had been 
sent by the chief priests and elders of the people. 4 8His betrayer had 
given them a sign: “Arrest the man I kiss.” 4 9Just then he came to Jesus 
and said, “Hello, Rabbi.” Th en he kissed him.

5 0But Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Th en they 
came and grabbed Jesus and arrested him.

5 1One of those with Jesus reached for his sword. Striking the high 
priest’s slave, he cut off  his ear. 5 2Th en Jesus said to him, “Put the 
sword back into its place. All those who use the sword will die by 
the sword. 5 3Or do you think that I’m not able to ask my Father and he 
will send to me more than twelve battle groupsl of angels right away? 
5 4But if I did that, how would the scriptures be fulfi lled that say this 
must happen?” 5 5Th en Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you come with 
swords and clubs to arrest me, like a thief? Day after day, I sat in the 
temple teaching, but you didn’t arrest me. 5 6But all this has happened 
so that what the prophets said in the scriptures might be fulfi lled.” 
Th en all the disciples left Jesus and ran away.

Jesus before the council
5 7Th ose who arrested Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest. Th e 

legal experts and the elders had gathered there. 5 8Peter followed him 
from a distance until he came to the high priest’s courtyard. He en-
tered that area and sat outside with the offi  cers to see how it would 
turn out.

5 9Th e chief priests and the whole council were looking for false testi-
mony against Jesus so that they could put him to death. 6 0Th ey didn’t 
fi nd anything they could use from the many false witnesses who were 
willing to come forward. But fi nally they found two 6 1who said, “Th is 
man said, ‘I can destroy God’s temple and rebuild it in three days.’ ”

6 2Th en the high priest stood and said to Jesus, “Aren’t you going to 
respond to the testimony these people have brought against you?”

6 3But Jesus was silent.
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Th e high priest said, “By the living God, I demand that you tell us 
whether you are the Christ, God’s Son.”

6 4“You said it,” Jesus replied. “But I say to you that from now on 
you’ll see the Human Onem sitting on the right side of the Almightyn and 
coming on the heavenly clouds.”o

6 5Th en the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He’s insulting God! 
Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, you’ve heard his insult 
against God. 6 6What do you think?”

And they answered, “He deserves to die!” 6 7Th en they spit in his face 
and beat him. Th ey hit him 6 8and said, “Prophesy for us, Christ! Who 
hit you?”

Peter’s denial
6 9Meanwhile, Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant 

woman came and said to him, “You were also with Jesus the Gali-
lean.”

7 0But he denied it in front of all of them, saying, “I don’t know what 
you are talking about.”

7 1When he went over to the gate, another woman saw him and said 
to those who were there, “Th is man was with Jesus, the man from 
Nazareth.”

7 2With an oath, he denied it again, saying, “I don’t know the man.”
7 3A short time later those standing there came and said to Peter, 

“You must be one of them. Th e way you talk gives you away.”
7 4Th en he cursed and swore, “I don’t know the man!” At that very 

moment the rooster crowed. 7 5Peter remembered Jesus’ words, “Be-
fore the rooster crows you will deny me three times.” And Peter went 
out and cried uncontrollably.

Jesus before Pilate

27Early in the morning all the chief priests and the elders of the 
people reached the decision to have Jesus put to death. 2Th ey 

bound him, led him away, and turned him over to Pilate the governor.

Judas’ death
3When Judas, who betrayed Jesus, saw that Jesus was condemned 

to die, he felt deep regret. He returned the thirty pieces of silver to the 
chief priests and elders, and 4said, “I did wrong because I betrayed an 
innocent man.”
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But they said, “What is that to us? Th at’s your problem.” 5Judas 
threw the silver pieces into the temple and left. Th en he went and 
hanged himself.

6Th e chief priests picked up the silver pieces and said, “According to 
the Law it’s not right to put this money in the treasury. Since it was 
used to pay for someone’s life, it’s unclean.” 7So they decided to use it 
to buy the potter’s fi eld where strangers could be buried. 8Th at’s why 
that fi eld is called “Field of Blood” to this very day. 9Th is fulfi lled the 
words of Jeremiah the prophet: And I took the thirty pieces of silver, the 
price for the one whose price had been set by some of the Israelites, 1 0and I 
gave them for the potter’s fi eld, as the Lord commanded me.p

Questioned by Pilate
1 1Jesus was brought before the governor. Th e governor said, “Are you 

the king of the Jews?”
Jesus replied, “Th at’s what you say.” 1 2But he didn’t answer when the 

chief priests and elders accused him.
1 3Th en Pilate said, “Don’t you hear the testimony they bring against 

you?” 1 4But he didn’t answer, not even a single word. So the governor 
was greatly amazed.

Death sentence
1 5It was customary during the festival for the governor to release to 

the crowd one prisoner, whomever they might choose. 1 6At that time 
there was a well-known prisoner named Jesus Barabbas. 1 7When the 
crowd had come together, Pilate asked them, “Whom would you like 
me to release to you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called Christ?” 
1 8He knew that the leaders of the people had handed him over because 
of jealousy.

1 9While he was serving as judge, his wife sent this message to him, 
“Leave that righteous man alone. I’ve suff ered much today in a dream 
because of him.”

2 0But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask 
for Barabbas and kill Jesus. 2 1Th e governor said, “Which of the two do 
you want me to release to you?”

“Barabbas,” they replied.
2 2Pilate said, “Th en what should I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”
Th ey all said, “Crucify him!”
2 3But he said, “Why? What wrong has he done?”



57  Matthew 27:44

qOr cohort (approximately six hundred soldiers)

Th ey shouted even louder, “Crucify him!”
2 4Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere and that a riot was start-

ing. So he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I’m 
innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It’s your problem.”

2 5All the people replied, “Let his blood be on us and on our children.” 
2 6Th en he released Barabbas to them. He had Jesus whipped, then 
handed him over to be crucifi ed.

Soldiers mocking Jesus
2 7Th e governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the governor’s house, and 

they gathered the whole companyq of soldiers around him. 2 8Th ey 
stripped him and put a red military coat on him. 2 9Th ey twisted to-
gether a crown of thorns and put it on his head. Th ey put a stick in his 
right hand. Th en they bowed down in front of him and mocked him, 
saying, “Hey! King of the Jews!” 3 0After they spit on him, they took the 
stick and struck his head again and again. 3 1When they fi nished mock-
ing him, they stripped him of the military coat and put his own clothes 
back on him. Th ey led him away to crucify him.

Crucifi xion
3 2As they were going out, they found Simon, a man from Cyrene. Th ey 

forced him to carry his cross. 3 3When they came to a place called Gol-
gotha, which means Skull Place, 3 4they gave Jesus wine mixed with vin-
egar to drink. But after tasting it, he didn’t want to drink it. 3 5After they 
crucifi ed him, they divided up his clothes among them by drawing lots. 
3 6Th ey sat there, guarding him. 3 7Th ey placed above his head the charge 
against him. It read, “Th is is Jesus, the king of the Jews.” 3 8Th ey crucifi ed 
with him two outlaws, one on his right side and one on his left.

3 9Th ose who were walking by insulted Jesus, shaking their heads  
4 0and saying, “So you were going to destroy the temple and rebuild 
it in three days, were you? Save yourself! If you are God’s Son, come 
down from the cross.”

4 1In the same way, the chief priests, along with the legal experts 
and the elders, were making fun of him, saying, 4 2“He saved others, 
but he can’t save himself. He’s the king of Israel, so let him come 
down from the cross now. Th en we’ll believe in him. 4 3He trusts in 
God, so let God deliver him now if he wants to. For he said, ‘I’m God’s 
Son.’ ” 4 4Th e outlaws who were crucifi ed with him insulted him in the 
same way.
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Death
4 5From noon until three in the afternoon the whole earth was dark. 

4 6At about three Jesus cried out with a loud shout, “Eli, Eli, lama sa-
bachthani,” which means, “My God, my God, why have you left me?”r

4 7After hearing him, some standing there said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 
4 8One of them ran over, took a sponge full of vinegar, and put it on a 
pole. He off ered it to Jesus to drink.

4 9But the rest of them said, “Let’s see if Elijah will come and 
save him.”

5 0Again Jesus cried out with a loud shout. Th en he died.
5 1Look, the curtain of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to 

bottom. Th e earth shook, the rocks split, 5 2and the bodies of many 
holy people who had died were raised. 5 3After Jesus’ resurrection 
they came out of their graves and went into the holy city where they 
appeared to many people. 5 4When the centurion and those with 
him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and what had just 
happened, they were fi lled with awe and said, “Th is was certainly 
God’s Son.”

5 5Many women were watching from a distance. Th ey had fol-
lowed Jesus from Galilee to serve him. 5 6Among them were Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother 
of Zebedee’s sons.

Burial
5 7Th at evening a man named Joseph came. He was a rich man 

from Arimathea who had become a disciple of Jesus. 5 8He came to 
Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. Pilate gave him permission to take 
it. 5 9Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 6 0and 
laid it in his own new tomb, which he had carved out of the rock. 
After he rolled a large stone at the door of the tomb, he went away. 
6 1Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting in front of 
the tomb.

Guard at the tomb
6 2Th e next day, which was the day after Preparation Day, the chief 

priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate. 6 3Th ey said, “Sir, 
we remember that while that deceiver was still alive he said, ‘After 
three days I will arise.’ 6 4Th erefore, order the grave to be sealed until 
the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body 
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and tell the people, ‘He’s been raised from the dead.’ Th is last decep-
tion will be worse than the fi rst.”

6 5Pilate replied, “You have soldiers for guard duty. Go and make it as 
secure as you know how.” 6 6Th en they went and secured the tomb by 
sealing the stone and posting the guard.

Resurrection

28After the Sabbath, at dawn on the fi rst day of the week, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the tomb. 2Look, 

there was a great earthquake, for an angel from the Lord came down 
from heaven. Coming to the stone, he rolled it away and sat on it. 
3Now his face was like lightning and his clothes as white as snow. 4Th e 
guards were so terrifi ed of him that they shook with fear and became 
like dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Don’t be afraid. I 
know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucifi ed. 6He isn’t here, 
because he’s been raised from the dead, just as he said. Come, see the 
place where they laid him. 7Now hurry, go and tell his disciples, ‘He’s 
been raised from the dead. He’s going on ahead of you to Galilee. You 
will see him there.’ I’ve given the message to you.”

8With great fear and excitement, they hurried away from the tomb and 
ran to tell his disciples. 9But Jesus met them and greeted them. Th ey 
came and grabbed his feet and worshipped him. 1 0Th en Jesus said to 
them, “Don’t be afraid. Go and tell my brothers that I am going into Gali-
lee. Th ey will see me there.”

Guards’ report
1 1Now as the women were on their way, some of the guards came 

into the city and told the chief priests everything that had happened. 
1 2Th ey met with the elders and decided to give a large sum of money 
to the soldiers. 1 3Th ey told them, “Say that Jesus’ disciples came at 
night and stole his body while you were sleeping. 1 4And if the gover-
nor hears about this, we will take care of it with him so you will have 
nothing to worry about.” 1 5So the soldiers took the money and did as 
they were told. And this report has spread throughout all Judea to this 
very day.

Commissioning of the disciples
1 6Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 

Jesus told them to go. 1 7When they saw him, they worshipped him, but 
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some doubted. 1 8Jesus came near and spoke to them, “I’ve received all 
authority in heaven and on earth. 1 9Th erefore, go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 2 0teaching them to obey everything that I’ve 
commanded you. Look, I myself will be with you every day until the 
end of this present age.”




